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Abstract

We specify and estimate a system of macro-ﬁnancial linkages that
incorporate transmission channels for both borrower- and lender-based
macroprudential instruments. We then embed these linkages in a structural
macro model of the Irish economy. To illustrate the usefulness of the
model for policy analysis, we simulate several scenarios. We ﬁrst show
that regulatory changes to LTI and LTV ratios have a relatively large impact
on the real economy, primarily through consumption. We next examine
the stabilising properties of the countercyclical capital buﬀer. We ﬁnd that
releasing this buﬀer in response to an adverse real and ﬁnancial shock can
partially attenuate of the ensuing contraction in credit and output. Finally,
we consider the impact of an exogenous fall in commercial real estate prices
and demonstrate that this sector can generate signiﬁcant macro-ﬁnancial
volatility.
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Non-Technical Summary
The experience of the Irish economy over the last two decades has emphasised the
importance of understanding how the banking system interacts with the rest of the
economy. Indeed, Ireland is perhaps the exemplar of how ﬁnancial distortions can
generate high levels of volatility by amplifying the impact of both positive and negative
shocks to the real economy. In this context, it is particularly apposite to enhance
the Central Bank’s macro-econometric modelling framework by incorporating the key
relationships that drive this volatility.
In this paper, we embed an estimated system of macro-ﬁnancial linkages in a
structural model of the Irish economy. At its core, it comprises supply and demand
equations for diﬀerent types of credit. Firms and households demand loans taking
into consideration income or activity levels, the cost of borrowing, and the value of
the collateral they can oﬀer. On the supply side, banks set lending rates as a markup
over deposit and wholesale funding costs. The markup is determined by various risk,
structural, and policy related factors.
From a ﬁnancial stability perspective, our model shows that indicators of stress in the
household and corporate sectors such as mortgage arrears and corporate insolvency rate
depend on both real and ﬁnancial factors. Moreover, we show that price ﬂuctuations in
the residential and commercial property sectors are an important source and propagator
of this stress. The Central Bank has several macroprudential policy levers that it can
use to mitigate the systemic risk that originates from exposure to these ﬂuctuations. A
core contribution of the paper is to outline and quantify the channels through which
both borrower- and lender-based instruments aﬀect the economy. The impact of each
policy instrument varies according to how it changes banks’ lending behaviour and
the structure of their balance sheets, ﬁrm and household borrowing, property prices,
investment and consumption.
We simulate several scenarios to illustrate the transmission channels of various
shocks in the model and to demonstrate its usefulness for policy and ﬁnancial stability
analysis. Our ﬁrst two scenarios consider the impact of borrower-based macroprudential
instruments on the economy. We show that lower loan-to-income and loan-to-value
ratios have a relatively strong negative impact on mortgage demand and house prices.
This reduces the proﬁtability of residential investment and generates a negative housing
wealth eﬀect, which lead to lower residential investment and consumption, respectively.
However, arrears decline in the long run due to the fall in household indebtedness.
Our third scenario examines the extent to which the release of the cyclical
component of banks’ capital buﬀers could cushion the impact of a severe real and
ﬁnancial shock to the Irish economy. Lower capital requirements allow banks to
obtain a greater share of their funding from sources that are cheaper than equity.
The concomitant reduction in banks’ average cost of capital is subsequently passed
through to ﬁrms and households in the form of lower borrowing costs. This results in
higher consumption, investment, and asset prices than would have prevailed if capital
requirements did not fall. Our ﬁnal scenario illustrates how a shock to commercial real
estate prices can generate considerable macro-ﬁnancial volatility. This is due both to the
importance of CRE prices in determining the level of investment in that sector and their
role in determining ﬁrms’ collateral values. We also show that these shocks spillover to
the residential sector as they aﬀect the relative proﬁtability of investment between the
two sectors.
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1 Introduction
Ireland represents the prototypical example of an economy in which distortions in the
banking sector and in the real economy can interact to generate extreme volatility. The
Irish experience starkly illustrates the importance of understanding how balance sheet
vulnerabilities in one sector can be propagated to other parts of the economy, both
directly and indirectly. Moreover, this is particularly apposite from a ﬁnancial stability
perspective given the tail risks that are embedded in the Irish macro-ﬁnancial system
(Lane, 2019).
In this context, the Central Bank of Ireland has introduced a number of measures to
enhance the resilience of the ﬁnancial system (Donnery, 2019). These macroprudential
instruments are designed to mitigate systemic weakness so that banks’ balance sheets
can absorb, rather than amplify, ﬁnancial stress and adverse economic shocks. However,
given the novelty of these instruments, there is still considerable uncertainty about
their quantitative impact and the relative strength of the diﬀerent channels through
which they are transmitted to the economy. Accordingly, having a model of the Irish
economy that incorporates a wide range of macroprudential and real-ﬁnancial linkages is
particularly important in terms of understanding how macro-ﬁnancial volatility can arise,
the joint-dynamics of diﬀerent variables in response to a shock, and the calibration of
the appropriate macroprudential response.
In this paper we present an empirical framework within which the bi-directional
linkages between the banking sector and real economy are formalised and quantiﬁed.
We specify and estimate a structural model that explicitly characterises the dynamic
direct and indirect nature of the interactions between macroprudential policy, banks,
households and ﬁrms. These real-ﬁnancial linkages are then embedded in a macro model
of the Irish economy, which allows us to consider the full range of transmission channels
and feedback mechanisms concomitant with diﬀerent types of shocks.
Our model incorporates supply and demand equations for four types of credit:
consumer, mortgage, commercial real estate (CRE), and other corporate. The demand
for credit is a function of the level of income or economic activity, the cost of credit,
and collateral values. In terms of the supply of credit, a central focus of the macromodelling literature since the 2008 ﬁnancial crisis has been the integration of frictions
into models that generate a role for the ﬁnancial sector. These frictions generate a cost
that is reﬂected in the spread between intermediaries’ lending rates and their funding
costs (Woodford, 2010). We adopt a framework similar to that ﬁrst outlined by Klein
(1971) and Monti (1972) in which banks are monopolistically competitive and set lending
rates as a spread over funding costs. They can access any quantity of funding at the
prevailing interest rate so that the supply of bank credit is perfectly elastic. The spread
between lending rates and funding costs depends on several factors reﬂecting credit risk
and policy factors.
From a ﬁnancial stability perspective, our model shows that typical aggregate
indicators of ﬁnancial stress in the household and corporate sectors such as mortgage
arrears and insolvency rates have both real and ﬁnancial triggers, which then feedback
into banks’ loan-pricing decisions through the lending spreads. This mechanism can
generate accelerator eﬀects similar to those in, for example, Bernanke et al (1999). In
addition, as bank capital is endogenous in the model it provides a link through which the
impact on banks’ balance sheets and proﬁtability of ﬂuctuations in the macro-ﬁnancial
environment is also passed through to the lending spread.
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Despite the burgeoning literature on the impact of macroprudential policy on the
housing market and the wider economy, there is still considerable uncertainty regarding
the strength and interaction of the transmission channels of diﬀerent macroprudential
instruments (Galati and Moessner, 2018). Moreover, relatively little is known about their
dynamic and spillover eﬀects, and their feedback into the ﬁnancial system. Accordingly,
an important feature of our model is that it incorporates several borrower- and lenderbased macroprudential instruments. On the borrower side, the central bank can impose
loan-to-income (LTI) and loan-to-value (LTV) restrictions on new mortgage lending,
which constrain the amount of credit that households can obtain for a given level
of income and house prices. On the lender side, the central bank can raise liquidity
requirements or it can activate a countercyclical capital buﬀer (CCyB). These regulations
impose a cost on banks and raise their weighted-average cost of capital. These costs
are then passed through to borrowers in the form of higher lending rates. Having a fully
integrated framework allows us to illustrate the importance of feedback from the real
economy to the banking sector following innovations to macroprudential policy. In this
respect, our framework can capture the full transmission mechanism of macroprudential
policy, as well as sectoral spillovers and spillbacks.
We simulate four scenarios to demonstrate the model’s functionality for ﬁnancial
stability and macroprudential policy analysis. The ﬁrst two scenarios consider how
changes to borrower-based instruments can aﬀect macro-ﬁnancial volatility. We then
explore the extent to which countercyclical capital regulation in the form of the CCyB
can be used to stabilise lending in a downturn. Finally, we illustrate the usefulness of the
model for ﬁnancial stability risk analysis by examining the impact on the Irish economy
of an exogenous fall in CRE prices.
We ﬁnd that instruments that directly constrain household leverage and incomegearing are particularly eﬀective in limiting credit growth and, indirectly, house price
appreciation. This emphasises the important role that these instruments can play in
mitigating macro-ﬁnancial risks and dampening the Irish ﬁnancial cycle. Conversely, and
notwithstanding its role in enhancing the resilience of banks’ balance sheets, the impact
of capital regulation on the real economy is relatively weak. This is mainly due to capital
instruments operating through the ﬁnancial intermediary rather than on the borrower
and accordingly exerting a more indirect eﬀect on the real economy. We also show that
ﬂuctuations in CRE prices can generate substantial real and ﬁnancial volatility. This is
due to their dual role in the model as a determinant of the proﬁtability of investment
in the CRE sector, and as an approximation of collateral values and ﬁrms’ balance sheet
strength.
Our simulation of several macroprudential policy shocks contributes to the literature
on the macroeconomic impact of these policies. This literature has tended to use a DSGE
framework to examine the impact of macroprudential instruments. Some studies ﬁnd
that constraints on borrower indebtedness in terms of LTI restrictions (Gelain et al, 2013)
or borrower leverage in terms of LTV restrictions (Turdaliev and Zhang, 2019) are the
most eﬀective tools for enhancing welfare by dampening the volatility that arises from
ﬁnancial shocks or non-rational expectations. Within a monetary union, welfare can
be further enhanced if leverage restrictions are imposed across countries (Rubio and
Carrasco-Gallego, 2016). Other studies consider the impact of countercyclical capital
regulation, particularly its interaction with monetary policy. The beneﬁts of capitalbased macroprudential policy tend to be larger when the economy is driven by ﬁnancial
rather than supply shocks (Angelini et al, 2014) and when the steady-state level of capital
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requirements is suﬃciently high (Clerc et al, 2015). However, while the long-run beneﬁts
of capital policies in terms of macroeconomic stabilisation tend to be positive, there
can be substantial transition costs, particularly if monetary policy is constrained and the
implementation period of the increase in requirements is short (Mendicino et al, 2019).
In the case of Ireland, studies of macro-ﬁnancial linkages and the macroeconomic
impact of macroprudential policy have predominantly used DSGE models. Clancy and
Merola (2016) calibrate a small open economy DSGE model with a ﬁnancial sector
using Irish data and show that countercyclical capital regulation can enhance welfare by
dampening extreme swings in the ﬁnancial cycle driven by over-optimistic expectations.
Lozej et al (2018) use a similar model to compare welfare under countercyclical capital
rules that alternately respond to a credit gap and a house price gap. They ﬁnd that the
latter is optimal as it does not require a policy trade-oﬀ between the stabilisation of
ﬂuctuations that originate in the housing market and those caused by foreign demand
shocks. Lozej and O’Brien (2018) also use this model to show that early activation
of the CCyB can enhance bank resilience without substantially reducing an economic
expansion. The macroeconomic cost of the CCyB is also lower the larger are banks’
capital buﬀers in excess of regulatory requirements. This model is also used by Lozej
and Rannenberg (2018) to examine the impact of restrictions on LTI and LTV ratios on
the Irish economy. They ﬁnd that, while these restrictions do lower economic activity in
the short run, they improve welfare in the longer term by reducing household leverage
and subsequent levels of default.
Semi-structural models can complement the analysis provided by a DSGE framework
by using their ﬂexibility to incorporate a broader range of macro-ﬁnancial linkages and
macroprudential instruments with the corresponding sectoral spillovers, spillbacks, and
dynamic interactions that are speciﬁc to a particular economy. However, there are
relatively few studies that use semi-structural models to analyse these issues. Davis
and Liadze (2012) embed a banking sector for several countries in the NiGEM model
that includes a series of supply and demand equations for diﬀerent types of credit and
a capital adequacy variable for banks that can be used to analyse prudential policy.
Davis et al (2018) augment this model with a LTV ratio in the credit demand and house
price equations and a systemic risk index to which the LTV and capital ratios respond.
They show that macroprudential policy that targets the LTV ratio mainly aﬀects the
housing market whereas capital-based policies have a much broader impact on the
economy. Berben et al (2018) embed a banking sector in a semi-structural model of
the Netherlands, in which macroprudential policy mainly operates by changing the gap
between banks’ actual capital ratio and their desired or target ratio. Shocks to the latter
have a broad-based eﬀect as they raise interest rates on all types of lending.
The development of semi-structural models to examine the transmission of macroﬁnancial shocks and macroprudential policy in the Irish economy is also relatively novel.
Existing models have limited their analysis to the interaction of the banking and real
estate sectors. Duﬀy et al (2016) estimate a ﬁve-equation model of the Irish housing
and mortgage markets and examine how changes in mortgage LTI and LTV ratios aﬀect
credit and house price growth. McInerney (2019) estimates a model of the banking
and real estate sectors but does not consider how shocks originating in these sectors
aﬀect the wider economy. Bergin et al (2017) incorporate a parsimonious version of the
banking model outlined in McInerney (2019) into the same macro model we use in this
paper but do not outline the estimation of real-ﬁnancial linkages or demonstrate how
macroprudential policy is transmitted in the model.
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In this paper we estimate a new model of macro-ﬁnancial linkages for the Irish
economy. Importantly, we motivate our system of real-ﬁnancial linkages from a
theoretical and empirical perspective, and provide a detailed discussion of the estimation
results. We also illustrate how both borrower- and lender-based macroprudential policy
shocks are transmitted to the real economy, emphasising the dynamic spillovers and
spillbacks between sectors. Finally, we highlight a particularly novel feature of our model
by showing how shocks to the CRE sector can generate signiﬁcant macro-ﬁnancial risks.
The remainder of the paper is structured as follows. Section 2 outlines the estimation
of macro-ﬁnancial linkages in the model. Section 3 discusses how these linkages operate
in a macro model of the Irish economy. Section 4 simulates several scenarios to
illustrate the impact of diﬀerent macroprudential and ﬁnancial stability shocks. Section
5 concludes.

2 The Banking Sector and the Real Economy
In this section we estimate a system of macro-ﬁnancial linkages, which provide the
channels through which the banking sector and the real economy interact. We ﬁrst
estimate supply and demand equations for each type of credit in the model, using the
identifying assumption that loan quantities do not aﬀect the former. We next present
our models of property prices and investment in both the residential and CRE sectors,
emphasising the role of credit in both the supply and demand for real estate. We then
show how the indicators of ﬁnancial stress in the model, the mortgage arrears and
corporate insolvency rates, are driven by both real and ﬁnancial factors. Finally, we
discuss the estimation of the bank capital equation and outline how we use the results
to derive a long-run target for banks’ capital ratios.
Mortgage Credit
Mortgage Demand
One of the key features of our model is the incorporation of borrower-based
macroprudential instruments that act as quantitative restrictions on the demand for
mortgages. In particular, sector-speciﬁc instruments that directly limit borrower leverage
and income-gearing are an important tool in the management of systemic risk and
dampening of the ﬁnancial cycle (Claessens, 2015).
High LTI and LTV ratios were a key driver of the surge in mortgage lending
in Ireland over the 2003-2007 period (McCarthy and McQuinn, 2017). From a
modelling perspective, the variation in these ratios over this period signiﬁcantly changed
the bivariate relationship between house prices and mortgage credit, which became
statistically explosive after 2003 (Gerlach-Kristen and McInerney, 2014). Given the
disruptive macro-ﬁnancial dynamics that variations in these ratios can generate, the
Central Bank of Ireland is one of many central banks and regulatory authorities that have
introduced caps on LTI and LTV ratios as part of their macroprudential toolkit. Therefore,
identifying and quantifying the transmission channels of these instruments is particularly
important from a policy perspective.
As these borrower-based instruments act as constraints on new mortgage lending
rather than the stock of existing lending, we estimate a behavioural equation for
mortgage demand in terms of the former rather than the latter. In our framework
5

the demand for new mortgages is modelled as a function of real personal disposable
income, the real mortgage interest rate, real house prices, and housing completions.12
As mentioned, an important contribution of our framework is that we incorporate the
impact of credit conditions on mortgage demand. By relaxing leverage and aﬀordability
constraints, changes in credit conditions act as an accelerator by amplifying the impact of
income shocks on house prices and there is some empirical evidence that the impact of
changes in income on house prices is stronger in countries with high LTV ratios (Almeida
et al, 2006; IMF, 2011).
The LTI and LTV ratios we use are the mean values for ﬁrst-time buyers. However,
these observed ratios do not solely capture changes in credit conditions or exogenous
shifts in the supply of credit. They also incorporate demand-side or cyclical factors
that aﬀect borrowers’ ability to obtain higher LTI and LTV ratios (Fernandez-Corugedo
and Muellbauer, 2006). To construct ratios that reﬂect exogenous changes in credit
conditions, we isolate the variations in the ratios that are due to expected changes
in interest rates, income, and house prices (Cameron et al, 2006; Duca et al, 2011).3
Once the ratios are adjusted for these factors, they will capture shifts in aﬀordability
and leverage constraints at each income and price level, similar to the shifts that occur
under borrower-based macroprudential policy.
The demand for new mortgage lending therefore has the following form:
N ewM ortgagest = α + β1 N ewM ortgagest−1 + β2 RM orRatet + β3 LT Vt
+ β4 LT It + β5 ∆HPt−1 + β6 ∆Incomet−1 + β7 HComplt−1 + εt

(1)

where N ewM ortgages is the volume of real new mortgage lending, RM orRate is the
real mortgage interest rate, Income is real personal disposable income, HP is the real
house price, HCompl is the volume of housing completions, and LT V and LT I are the
respective ratios net of demand-side factors. The lagged dependent variable is included
to capture persistence in new mortgage lending, while ε is the error term.4 All variables,
except for the mortgage interest rate, are in logs. We ﬁrst diﬀerence income and house
prices so that there is a common order of integration among the regressors. Nominal
variables are deﬂated by the consumer expenditure deﬂator to obtain real values.
All equations in the model are estimated over the period Q1 1997 to Q2 2018.
Table 1 presents the results of the mortgage demand equation. New mortgages exhibit
moderate persistence with a coeﬃcient of 0.644 on the ﬁrst lag. Our dependent variable
is the volume of new mortgages that are drawn down so this persistence may be
capturing the lag between when the explanatory variables change and new mortgages
are approved and when they are actually drawn down.
The coeﬃcients on the mortgage rate and income indicate that, for a given LTI
ratio, repayment capacity is a binding constraint on the size of the mortgage that
1 Other structural models of mortgage credit relate mortgage demand to aﬀordability in terms

of income and interest rates and to collateral, as measured by house prices (Duﬀy et al, 2016;
Nobili and Zollino, 2017; Davis et al, 2018). Davis et al (2018) also model the mortgage stock as
a function of the LTV ratio.
2 We

use completions to approximate the demand for housing. The latter will also depend on
turnover in the market for existing houses but this variable is excluded due to insuﬃcient data.
3 See

Duﬀy et al (2016) for further details on this procedure.

4 As ε denotes the error term in each of the equations below, we deﬁne it here for all equations.
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households can obtain. For example, a one percentage point fall in the mortgage rate
would raise the demand for new mortgages by approximately seven percent, holding
all else constant.5 We ﬁnd that collateral constraints are also important. Higher house
prices allow households to obtain higher levels of mortgage credit for a given LTV ratio.
Similarly, higher demand for housing, as indicated by the level of completions, is a strong
driver of mortgage demand with a one percent increase in completions raising mortgage
demand by 0.4 percent, ceteris paribus.
The above discussion highlights the importance of aﬀordability and collateral
constraints in mortgage demand. These constraints are relaxed when LTI and LTV ratios,
that are adjusted for demand-side factors, increase. Table 1 shows that these adjusted
LTI and LTV ratios have a positive and signiﬁcant eﬀect on the demand for mortgage
credit. Our results are particularly interesting from a macroprudential perspective
as they suggest that a change in the average LTV ratio for ﬁrst time buyers has a
considerably larger eﬀect on the volume of new mortgage credit than a similar change
in the LTI ratio. For example, a one percent increase in the adjusted LTV ratio raises the
volume of new mortgages by almost 2.5 percent while a similar increase in the adjusted
LTI ratio raises this volume by one percent, in the long run. This suggests that the LTV
ratio has been the more binding constraint for mortgagors over the estimation period.
Overall, our results suggest that imposing restrictions on these ratios is eﬀective in terms
of limiting borrower leverage and indebtedness. We discuss this further in the scenarios
section below.
The total stock of mortgages is assumed to follow a perpetual inventory-type process,
whereby new mortgage credit in the current period accumulates on the previous period’s
mortgage stock net of redemptions:
M orStockt = β1 M orStockt−1 + N ewM ortgagest + εt

(2)

where M orStock is the (notional) mortgage stock and unitary coeﬃcient is imposed on
new mortgages.6 The rate at which the mortgage stock falls due to mortgage repayment
is given by (1-β1 ). The estimate for β1 in the right panel of Table 1 shows that this rate is
over one percent per quarter.
The notional mortgage stock measures the amount of mortgage credit in the
economy but may not coincide with the amount that is actually held on banks’
balance sheets due to several factors including asset disposals, valuation eﬀects and
securitisation. However, it is the stock held on balance sheet that constrains banks’
lending behaviour in the presence of capital and liquidity requirements. We abstract
from these issues and assume that actual credit stocks are a linear function of their
notional counterparts so that in model simulations, the former will simply track the latter.
Mortgage Supply
In terms of mortgage supply, we follow the literature and assume that banks are
monopolistically competitive7 . In this framework, banks set interest rates as a markup
5 This

is calculated by dividing the coeﬃcient on the mortgage rate by one minus the
coeﬃcient on the lagged dependent variable i.e. 0.025/(1-0.64)=0.07
6 The “notional" stock is calculated using transactions data and therefore excludes factors that

aﬀect the stock of credit, but not the ﬂow.
7 This

literature generally models bank behaviour within the Monti-Klein framework (Klein,
1971; Monti, 1972). See Freixas and Rochet (2008) for a textbook treatment of these models.
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over funding costs so that banks supply any quantity of credit at the prevailing interest
rate. The assumption that the quantity of credit does not enter the interest rate equation
is necessary to separately identify factors that aﬀect credit demand and supply (Nobili
and Zollino, 2017; Davis et al, 2018).
Funding costs are represented by the deposit rate and the money market rate. The
latter is the main channel through which monetary policy aﬀects interest rates, while
the former is assumed to follow the long-term government bond rate due to deposit
insurance. The markup or spread over funding costs is a function of macroeconomic
and sector-speciﬁc risks that aﬀect repayment capacity and borrower default rates,
internal capital management or regulatory requirements, and the composition of banks’
liabilities. For mortgages, macroeconomic risk is captured by the unemployment rate,
while we use “undrawn" housing equity to approximate the risk associated with lending
to households.8 As discussed below, both of these variables are key drivers of mortgage
arrears.
In contrast to the prediction of the Modigliani-Miller theorem (Modigliani and Miller,
1958), the majority of empirical studies on the costs of higher capital ﬁnd that higher
capital ratios are associated with larger lending spreads.9 This implies that the required
return on equity in response to lower leverage does not fall suﬃciently to prevent
banks’ weighted average cost of capital from rising. Accordingly, when banks increase
their capital ratios, whether for regulatory or internal management reasons, we assume
the increase in costs is passed through to higher lending spreads. Capital-based
macroprudential policy in our model therefore operates through the spread and this is
the primary channel through which banks can generate the retained earnings necessary
to meet higher capital requirements.
The ﬁnal component of the spread relates to the liquidity proﬁle of banks’ balance
sheets. It is well documented that the large expansion in lending by Irish banks over
the 2003-2007 period was primarily ﬁnanced by wholesale rather than deposit funding
(Addison-Smyth et al, 2009; Coates and Everett, 2013). As the ensuing ﬁnancial crisis
starkly illustrated, over-reliance on short-term money market funding can expose banks
to substantial rollover-risk (Honohan, 2010). To mitigate this risk, the Basel III regulatory
framework has introduced liquidity requirements in the form of the Liquidity Coverage
Ratio (LCR) and Net Stable Funding Ratio (NSFR). In the case of Ireland, restrictions on
banks’ LTD ratios have been in operation since 2011. We therefore use the LTD ratio to
measure the cost to banks of liquidity-based macroprudential policy measures. Similar to
capital-based instruments, requiring banks to fund more of their lending from deposits
raises their weighted average cost of funding which will subsequently be passed through
to lending rates.
We model the nominal mortgage rate in an error-correction framework with
adjustment to the following long-run equilibrium:
M orRatet = α + β1 M M Ratet + β2 DepRatet + β3 HHEquityt
+ β4 U Ratet + β5 CAPt + β6 LT Dt + εt

(3)

where M orRate is the nominal mortgage rate, M M Rate is the money market rate,
DepRate is the deposit rate, HHEquity is the residual proportion of housing wealth net
8 “Undrawn" housing equity is the residual proportion of housing wealth net of mortgage debt

(Whitley et al, 2004).
9 See

McInerney et al (2020) for an overview of this literature.
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of mortgage debt, U Rate is the unemployment rate, CAP is the ratio of capital to riskweighted assets, LT D is the LTD ratio. We allow short-run persistence in the mortgage
rate to be driven by contemporaneous and lagged changes in the variables in (3). We also
test whether the short-run behaviour of the mortgage rate depends on the gap between
banks’ actual capital ratio and their target ratio so that changes in the mortgage rate are
larger when this gap is large.10
The top panel of Table 2 presents the estimates of the long-run relationship given
by (3) and the bottom panel presents the short-run model. We impose the restriction
that the coeﬃcients on the deposit and money market rates sum to unity.11 The
parameter values suggest that three-quarters of the change in money market rates is
passed through to mortgage rates while only 25 percent of the change in deposit rates is
passed through. Our results suggest that risk factors are signiﬁcant determinants of the
mortgage rate in the long run. Higher levels of housing equity are associated with lower
borrower default, which reduces the risk component of the lending spread. Similarly,
lower unemployment generates lower repayment risk which reduces the spread.
We also ﬁnd evidence that changes in the capital and liquidity structure of banks’
balance sheets are important drivers of the mortgage rate in the long run. This suggests
that lender-based macroprudential policy that raises capital or liquidity requirements
increases the lending spread and accordingly, mortgage borrowing costs for households.
For example, the coeﬃcient on the (log) capital ratio suggests that a one percentage
point increase in this ratio will raise the mortgage rate by approximately 11 basis points
in the long run.
In terms of the short-run model, the coeﬃcient on the error-correction term suggests
that most of the adjustment to the long-run equilibrium takes place within one year.
The mortgage rate also responds to changes in the money market rate and to the gap
between banks’ actual and target capital ratio. Although the impact of the latter is small,
it is an additional consideration when determining how additional capital requirements
should be sequenced.
Consumer Credit
Demand for Consumer Credit
The empirical literature on household consumption has generally focused on the
reduced-form relationship between consumption and its underlying drivers, which
typically include income, interest rates, and ﬁnancial and housing wealth eﬀects
(Muellbauer, 2007). However, recent studies have emphasised the importance of credit
in determining the impact of these variables on consumption (Carroll et al, 2011). In
the case of Ireland, the sharp rise in consumption over the 2003-2007 period coincided
with a marked increase in bank lending to households in the form of both mortgages and
consumer credit (Clancy et al, 2014). Accordingly, it is important from a macro-ﬁnancial
perspective to understand the sensitivity of consumer credit demand to both real and
ﬁnancial factors.
10 We

also tested whether the gap should be included in the long-run model of each of the
lending rate equations but we found it was statistically insigniﬁcant in all speciﬁcations.
11 A

Wald test suggests this restriction is valid for the mortgage and consumer interest rates
but not for the corporate interest rates. These results are available on request from the author.
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We follow Davis and Liadze (2012) and assume that the demand for consumer credit
is a function of both the cost of credit and household income. These variables inﬂuence
the aﬀordability of a particular consumer loan. In addition, we allow housing equity to
aﬀect credit demand through the housing “wealth eﬀect”, whereby households respond
to an increase in net housing wealth by increasing demand for credit to ﬁnance nonhousing consumption. For households that face liquidity constraints, this balance sheet
channel may also be important as an indicator of credit worthiness depending on the
extent to which households can leverage their net worth (Nobili and Zollino, 2017).
Higher house prices allow households to increase debt or reﬁnance existing debt at lower
interest rates. The availability of home equity loans thus raises the “spendability” of
housing wealth and may drive diﬀerences in the estimated housing wealth eﬀect across
countries and over time (Muellbauer, 2007).12
The second wealth eﬀect in our model of consumer credit demand relates to
household’s net ﬁnancial assets. The literature on impact of the latter on consumption
ﬁnds considerable cross-country heterogeneity in the size and direction of the eﬀect
(Case et al, 2005; Barrell et al, 2015). This heterogeneity is potentially driven by
diﬀerences in the composition of assets. If ﬁnancial wealth is mainly in the form of
relatively liquid assets such as stocks and bonds, then in response to capital gains,
households may choose to divest a proportion of these assets to ﬁnance any desired
increase in consumption. However, if ﬁnancial wealth is mainly in the form of relatively
illiquid assets such as technical reserves or pensions, then households may instead
borrow to ﬁnance consumption. The direction of this eﬀect is therefore an empirical
question.
We model the demand for consumer loans in an error-correction framework with the
following long-run equilibrium:
ConsCreditt = α + β1 RConsRatet + β2 Incomet + β3 HHEquityt
+ β4 N F Wt + εt

(4)

where ConsCreditt is the (notional) stock of consumer loans in real terms, RConsRatet
is the real interest rate on consumer loans, and N F Wt is real net ﬁnancial wealth.
The ﬁrst two columns of Table 3 present the estimation results for (4). We ﬁnd that
the income elasticity of demand for consumer credit is close to unity, with a one percent
increase in income increasing the stock of consumer loans by approximately 1.2 percent.
We also ﬁnd that both the ﬁnancial and housing wealth variables have a signiﬁcant
eﬀect on consumption but that they have opposite signs. The coeﬃcients imply that a
one percent increase in housing equity raises consumer credit demand by 0.25 percent,
while a similar increase in net ﬁnancial wealth reduces consumer credit demand by 0.4
percent. The latter indicates that households are likely to reduce deposits or sell assets in
response to net capital gains on ﬁnancial assets rather than borrow against these capital
gains. We also ﬁnd that the cost of borrowing has a negative and signiﬁcant impact on
consumer credit demand. For example, a one percentage point increase in the consumer
rate reduces demand by over 2.5 percent. This has implications for the transmission of
lender-based macroprudential policy as the interest elasticity of credit demand will partly
12 See

Lydon and O’Hanlon (2012) and Lydon and O’Leary (2013) for an overview of how
ﬁnancial deregulation and greater competition in the Irish banking sector enabled households
to obtain loans backed by housing equity.
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determine the size and composition of banks’ balance sheets in response to a change in
either liquidity or capital requirements.
The error-correction model suggests that adjustment to the long-run equilibrium is
quite slow, although this is consistent with the typical dynamic behaviour exhibited by
stock variables. We also ﬁnd that changes in household income and in consumer credit
itself are important drivers of consumer credit in the short run.
Supply of Consumer Credit
In terms of the supply of consumer credit, we model the consumer rate as a markup
over deposit and money market funding costs. Similar to the mortgage rate, the markup
is a function of risk, liquidity and banks’ internal capital management. As this lending is
unsecured, the credit risk associated with this type of credit is higher than for mortgages.
An important factor that generates repayment risk among households is job loss, which
is reﬂected at the aggregate level by the unemployment rate. In addition, repayment
risk is also a function of the indebtedness or income-gearing of households (Luzzetti
and Neumuller, 2014; Nakajima and Rios-Rull, 2019). We use the ratio of consumer
credit to income to capture the risk associated with the size of the repayment burden.13
The remaining components of the consumer lending rate spread relate to banks’
capital and liquidity structure, which are indicated by banks’ capital and liquidity ratios,
respectively. As in the case of the mortgage rate, these components represent a cost
to banks, which raises their weighted average cost of capital. However, an interesting
dimension of our analysis is that we estimate whether the degree of pass-through of
these costs varies across lending rates. Diﬀerences in pass-through have implications
for the transmission of lender-based macroprudential policy and illustrate how banks
can be expected to adjust to changes in liquidity and capital requirements.
We therefore allow the long-run level of the consumer rate to be determined by the
following relationship with variables that capture funding costs and drivers of the lending
spread:
ConsRatet = α + β1 M M Ratet + β2 DepRatet + β3 U Ratet
+ β4 (ConsCreditt /Incomet ) + β5 CAPt + β6 LT Dt + εt

(5)

where ConsRate is the nominal consumer rate.
The short-run behaviour of
the consumer rate is determined by error-correction, as well as by lagged and
contemporaneous changes in the variables in 5. We also test whether the gap between
the actual and target capital ratio aﬀect the dynamics of consumer rate in the short run.
The last two columns of Table 3 present the estimation results of the consumer
equation. In terms of funding costs, a particularly interesting result is that the
elasticity of the consumer rate with respect to cost of deposit and wholesale funding is
approximately the same. The coeﬃcients suggest that a one percentage point increase
in the money market rate raises the consumer interest rate by 46 basis points, whereas
a similar increase in the deposit rate raises the consumer rate by 54 basis points. This
contrasts with our estimates for the mortgage and corporate (discussed below) rates,
which suggest that the elasticity with respect to the money market rate is signiﬁcantly
13 We

also considered whether it is the total debt (secured and unsecured) of households
relative to income that drives the risk premium component of the consumer rate. The variable
was statistically insigniﬁcant and so only the ratio of consumer credit to income is included.
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higher for these lending rates. As we outline in section 3, our macro model uses the
money market rate to reﬂect changes in the ECB’s policy rate. The diﬀerential elasticities
of lending rates with respect to the money market rate will thus aﬀect how changes in
money policy are transmitted to the economy.
Both indicators of lending risk are statistically signiﬁcant and quantitatively
important. For example, a one percentage point increase in the unemployment rate
raises the consumer rate by approximately 20 basis points, all else equal. Banks also
price lending according to how much unsecured debt households already owe relative to
income, and therefore how default risk might rise in the case of adverse macroeconomic
shocks.
The long-run response of the consumer lending rate to changes in both lenderbased macroprudential instruments is strongest across all lending rates. Banks therefore
appear to respond to higher capital and liquidity requirements by passing through a
greater share of these costs to more unsecured borrowers. In the case of capital
requirements, this may be due to the high risk weight attached to consumer lending in
the calculation of regulatory capital ratios. We ﬁnd that a one percentage point increase
in the capital ratio is associated with a 17 basis point increase in the consumer rate,
compared to 10 and 11 basis points for the corporate and mortgage rates, respectively.
The large coeﬃcient on the LTD ratio suggests that Irish banks have tended to
rely relatively more on deposits when setting consumer lending rates. Deposits have
historically been a more expensive source of funding compared to borrowing on
wholesale markets. This is also consistent with the comparatively high elasticity of the
consumer rate with respect to the deposit rate. Holding all other variables constant, a
higher LTD ratio implies that banks are using proportionately more wholesale funding at
the margin and this leads to lower lending rates than would otherwise prevail.
The results of the error-correction model show that adjustment to the long-run
equilibrium is slightly slower than for the mortgage rate. Importantly, we also ﬁnd that
capital-based macroprudential policy aﬀects the short-run behaviour of the consumer
rate through the gap between the actual and target capital ratio. Finally, persistence
in the consumer rate is also driven by changes in funding costs and in the consumer
credit-to-income ratio.
Corporate Credit
Demand for Corporate Credit
The primary source of external ﬁnancing for Irish small and medium enterprises (SMEs)
is bank-intermediated credit (Lawless et al, 2013). However, both the pre- and postﬁnancial crisis periods highlighted the diﬀerential cyclical dynamics of credit demand
that characterises diﬀerent components of corporate lending. For example, the stock of
CRE loans held on Irish banks’ balance sheets rose from 19 billion euro in Q1 2003 to a
peak of 115 billion euro in Q3 2008, before falling to its current level of approximately
13 billion euro. This contrasts strikingly with the evolution of other (non-CRE) corporate
credit, which rose from 29 billion euro in Q1 2003 to a peak of almost 60 billion euro,
before falling to its current level of close to 30 billion euro.14
14 See

the Central Bank of Ireland’s Credit and Banking Statistics. Note that here we use the
stock of lending held on balance sheet rather than the notional stock to illustrate the relative
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Accordingly, treating corporate credit as a homogeneous category would ignore
signiﬁcant heterogeneity across diﬀerent types of corporate lending in terms of their
impact both on the economy and on ﬁnancial stability. Across countries, CRE lending
tends to be one of the most volatile components of banks’ loan portfolios and the
component that is subject to one of the highest rates of default (ESRB, 2015). Therefore,
given that the origin and propagation of macro-ﬁnancial risk can diﬀer between the CREand non-CRE components of corporate lending, we estimate separate equations for each
of these types of credit.
We model the demand for CRE loans in terms of the notional stock of CRE lending
that is outstanding. This variable will also include lending to ﬁrms engaged in the
construction of both residential housing and commercial real estate. We assume that
demand for these loans is partly driven by the return on investment or proﬁtability
of construction in both the housing and CRE sectors (Davis and Zhu, 2011). We
approximate these returns using real house and CRE prices.
Similar to the models of household credit demand outlined above, the demand for
CRE loans is also a function of activity levels and the cost of credit. We capture the
derived demand for this type of credit from higher levels of employment and investment
using the level of real output in the non-traded sector.15 This is a more appropriate
indicator of activity-related credit demand in the case of Ireland than a more aggregate
measure such as real GDP, which also includes the output of the traded sector. Irish
ﬁrms are predominantly SMEs, whereas the Irish traded sector is dominated by MNEs.16
The latter are generally not bank-dependent and tend to raise funding through internal
and international capital markets (Desai et al, 2004).
We approximate the cost of CRE loans using the average interest rate on loans to
non-ﬁnancial corporations. Unfortunately, more disaggregated data on interest rates by
corporate lending category are not available. We note that the average corporate rate
is likely to underestimate the cost of CRE ﬁnance, as lending to the CRE sector is likely
to carry a higher risk premium relative to other types of corporate lending due to its
volatility.
The demand for CRE loans is modelled in an error-correction framework with the
following long-run equilibrium:
CRELt = α1 + β1 RCorpRatet + β2 Y N Tt + β3 CPt + β4 HPt + εt

(6)

where CREL is the (notional) stock of real commercial real estate loans, RCorpRatet
is the real interest rate on corporate lending, Y N T is the real output of the non-traded
sector, and CPt is the real price of CRE. The short-run model also incorporates additional
dynamics from lagged and contemporaneous changes in these variables.
volatility of each loan type as the former incorporates the impact of demand factors, loan losses,
and asset transfers.
15 The

traded, non-traded and government sectors in COSMO are deﬁned using the CSO’s
Supply and Use Input-Output tables. The non-traded sector includes those sectors in which less
than 50 percent of output is exported, and those sectors in which less than 50 percent of output
is part of government consumption.
16 Outside

of these conceptual reasons for using non-traded output rather than GDP we
also ﬁnd that models that use non-traded output have a superior in-sample and out-of-sample
statistical ﬁt.
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We model the demand for non-CRE corporate credit analogously. An important
common factor driving the demand for both types of corporate credit is the price
of commercial real estate. CRE prices signal the return or proﬁtability of investment
in commercial property. They also indicate the value of the collateral against which
corporate credit can be secured and can be used to approximate the strength of ﬁrms’
balance sheets. CRE prices can therefore inﬂuence the availability or rationing of credit
by aﬀecting ﬁrms’ net worth as in Bernanke and Gertler (1989), or by aﬀecting collateral
values, as in Kiyotaki and Moore (1997).
As Irish ﬁrms are primarily SMEs, they must likely pay a premium on external sources
of ﬁnance (Bernanke and Gertler, 1989; Holton and McCann, 2017). This premium
means that ﬁrms typically use internal funds such as retained earnings to ﬁnance
investment before turning to external sources. Firms’ demand for bank credit should
therefore be negatively related to the level of retained earnings. We approximate
the latter with the level of (real) after-tax corporate proﬁts. As the external ﬁnancing
premium mainly aﬀects SMEs, our proﬁt variable excludes corporate proﬁts in the traded
sector.
We also relate the demand for non-CRE corporate loans to the level of economic
activity and the cost of credit. Similar to our model for CRE loans, we use the output
of the non-traded sector to capture the derived demand for credit from higher levels of
investment and from working capital requirements. As time series data on lending rates
by type of corporate loan are relatively short, we use the average interest rate on all
corporate lending to approximate the cost of non-CRE loans.
The stock of other (non-CRE) corporate loans therefore adjusts over time to the
following long-run relation:
OCorpLt = α + β1 RCorpRatet + β2 Y N Tt + β3 CPt + β4 N T P rof itst + εt

(7)

where OCorpL is the real notional stock of other corporate loans, and N T P rof its are
real after-tax corporate proﬁts in the non-traded sector. In addition to error-correction,
the short-run dynamics of non-property corporate lending are driven by lagged and
contemporaneous changes in the variables in (7).
The ﬁrst two columns of Table 4 present the results of the equation for CRE loans,
while the last two columns show the results of the equation for other corporate loans.
We ﬁnd that the demand for both types of credit is sensitive to the cost of borrowing.
A one percentage point increase in the corporate rate is associated with a stock of
CRE loans that is approximately 2.5 percent lower in the long run and a stock of other
corporate loans that is over four percent lower. These elasticities are an important
component of the transmission mechanism of lender-based macroprudential policy to
the real economy, which we discuss in Sections 3 and 4.
Our results indicate that demand for both types of corporate loans is highly
procyclical with coeﬃcients on non-traded output that exceed unity. CRE credit is more
responsive to changes in CRE prices, which reﬂects the role of both investment returns
and collateral in the demand for that type of credit. By contrast, the role of CRE prices
in the equation for other corporate loans is mainly in terms of determining collateral
values only. The coeﬃcient on house prices is close to that on CRE prices in the CRE
loan equation. Construction and other real estate ﬁrms therefore respond to increasing
returns in both sectors by obtaining more CRE loans to ﬁnance their investment.
Importantly, we ﬁnd that the demand for non-CRE loans is inversely related to nontraded sector proﬁts. This suggests that ﬁrms prefer to ﬁrst use internal sources to fund
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investment before seeking external sources such as bank credit. The estimated unitary
elasticity also indicates that this channel is quantitatively important and is consistent
with the empirical results in Holton and McCann (2017).
Table 4 also shows the results of the error-correction models. We ﬁnd that the
adjustment of both types of credit to the long-run equilibrium is relatively slow, although
this is generally expected with stock variables. The short-run behaviour of CRE loans is
also aﬀected by changes in CRE prices, while that of non-CRE corporate loans is mainly
determined by growth in non-traded output. Finally, there is some evidence that both
types of credit respond to changes in the corporate rate in the short run but that the
impact is quite weak.
Supply of Corporate Credit
The supply of corporate credit is represented by the interest rate on loans to nonﬁnancial corporations. Similar to the mortgage and consumer rates, the price of
corporate lending is a time-varying spread over deposit and wholesale funding costs.
The spread itself depends on risk factors and on the structure of banks’ balance sheets.
We use the risk component of the spread to link ﬁrms’ borrowing costs with the
condition of their balance sheets in a mechanism similar to that outlined in Bernanke
and Gertler (1989) and (Bernanke et al, 1999). These links are both direct and indirect.
We use the ratio of corporate credit to GDP to reﬂect corporate income gearing and
thus ﬁrms’ repayment burden. We also include the corporate insolvency rate to capture
default risk associated with lending to ﬁrms. As discussed below, the value of commercial
property is a key driver of the corporate insolvency rate. Fluctuations in the value of
commercial property will therefore aﬀect the corporate lending rate indirectly through
the insolvency rate.
The remaining components of the spread reﬂect costs arising from the capital and
liquidity structure of banks’ balance sheets. Banks’ capital ratios reﬂect both internal
capital management decisions and regulatory requirements. The sensitivity of the
corporate rate to changes in the capital ratio is important in determining the extent to
which banks use this margin of adjustment in responding to changes in capital-based
macroprudential policy. Similarly in the case of liquidity-based policy measures, the
elasticity of the corporate rate with respect to the LTD ratio will determine how banks
use the corporate rate to pass through changes in their weighted-average cost of capital
due to greater reliance on deposit funding at the margin.
The equation for the corporate rate therefore has the following long-run form:
CorpRatet = α + β1 M M Ratet + β2 DepRatet + β3 Insolvt
+ β4 (CorpLt /GDPt ) + β5 CAPt + β6 LT Dt + εt

(8)

where CorpRate in the nominal interest rate on corporate lending, Insolv is the
corporate insolvency rate, CorpL is total lending to non-ﬁnancial corporations, and GDP
is nominal GDP. The error-correction model allows adjustment to this long-run relation
and short-run dynamics from contemporaneous and lagged changes in the variables in
(8). Similar to the mortgage and consumer rate equations, we also test whether the gap
between the actual and target capital ratio inﬂuences the short-run behaviour of the
corporate rate.
Table 5 presents the results of the long-run and short-run models for the corporate
rate. The long-run elasticities of the corporate rate with respect to the money market
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and deposit rate are similar to those for the mortgage rate. This suggests that the passthrough of monetary policy is relatively high for both of these rates.
Our indicators of ﬁnancial stress both indicate that credit or default risk is an
important component of price-setting on corporate loans. The corporate credit-to-GDP
ratio is used to approximate corporate income-gearing, while the insolvency rate is a
more direct measure of default. In terms of the latter, our results suggest that a one
percentage point increase in the insolvency rate raises the corporate rate by over 1.5
percentage points, all else equal. As mentioned above, the insolvency rate provides
an indirect link between the corporate rate and the strength of ﬁrms’ balance sheets.
Through this mechanism we can generate “accelerator” eﬀects when these relationships
are embedded in a macroeconomic model and subject ﬁrms’ asset values to adverse
shocks.
The coeﬃcients on the capital and LTD ratios are close to those for the mortgage
rate. Excluding consumer loans which are a small share of household debt, this suggests
that the impact of lender-based macroprudential policy on borrowing costs for ﬁrms
and households will be broadly similar. For example, a one percentage point increase
in capital requirements would raise the corporate rate by 10 basis points. As discussed
above, this compares to 11 basis points for the mortgage rate.
Table 5 also presents the results of the short-run model. The speed of errorcorrection is similar to that of the mortgage and consumer rates, with most of the
adjustment to the long-run equilibrium occurring within a year. In addition to errorcorrection, changes in the unemployment and money market rates mainly drive the
short-run dynamics of the corporate rate. Finally, we ﬁnd that the gap between the
actual and target capital ratio also inﬂuences these dynamics and that its impact on the
corporate rate is broadly equivalent to that on the mortgage and consumer rates.
Residential and Commercial Property
Demand for Residential and Commercial Property
The residential and commercial property markets have been the source and conduit of
substantial macro-ﬁnancial volatility in the case of Ireland. From a modelling perspective,
this volatility is diﬃcult to generate within traditional speciﬁcations of property demand
and supply. For example, in traditional models of house prices the inverted demand for
housing is related to the demand for housing services. The latter is usually approximated
by the ratio of the stock of existing housing to the population. Variables that shift this
relationship include household income, demographic factors, and the rental yield or user
cost of housing.17 Therefore, in the context of the transmission of ﬁnancial or credit
shocks, only the user cost will reﬂect changes in the mortgage ﬁnance environment.
As a consequence, these models can be misspeciﬁed if there is a change in credit
conditions due, for example, to banks lending at higher LTI or LTV ratios. This can
primarily explain the failure of these models to accurately forecast house prices in many
countries prior to and after the 2008 ﬁnancial crisis (Muellbauer, 2012). Moreover, the
coeﬃcient on the user cost variable in these models was often statistically insigniﬁcant
or had a positive sign, providing further evidence of misspeciﬁcation.
17 In

equilibrium, the rental yield (or the ratio of rents to house prices) will equal the user cost
of housing.
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Recent models have addressed these issues by adding an indicator of credit
conditions to the traditional inverted demand function along with the user cost. This
indicator should reﬂect shifts in the supply of credit so that the availability of credit
changes at the prevailing levels of income, house prices and interest rates. Some singleequation studies try to capture these changes in credit supply by including an LTV ratio
for ﬁrst-time buyers that is adjusted for demand-side factors. In terms of structural
models, Davis et al (2018) include the unadjusted LTV ratio in both the equation for the
mortgage stock and the house price equation.
As we have outlined above, the LTV is an important driver of credit conditions.
However, including the LTV ratio in the house price equation directly does not provide
a structural link between developments in the mortgage market as these may be driven
by other factors such as changes in the LTI ratio. In our framework, the volume of new
mortgage credit is driven by changes in both the LTI and LTV ratios. We thus have a
measure that incorporates changes in credit conditions, which can be included in our
house price equation directly as a measure of changes in credit availability. We normalise
new mortgage lending by income so that a change in this ratio can be interpreted as a
change in credit that is not driven by fundamental factors.18
The mortgage market will also aﬀect house prices in the model through the traditional
user cost channel. The user cost is calculated as the diﬀerence between the mortgage
rate and expected house price appreciation. Given the considerable evidence from the
empirical literature that expectations in the housing market are extrapolative, we use
the moving average of lagged annual house price changes over the previous two years
to approximate expectations of capital appreciation.19 Macroprudential policy will aﬀect
house prices through both the user cost and the credit conditions variables. The “price”
eﬀect of higher capital requirements will operate through the user cost of capital, while
the “quantity” eﬀect of restrictions on the LTI and LTV ratios will operate through the
credit conditions variable.
We include the user cost and credit conditions variables in an otherwise standard
house price model. Other determinants in our speciﬁcation are the unemployment rate,
disposable income and the demand for housing services.20 We use the ratio of the
housing stock to the population of 25 to 39 year olds to approximate the latter. Note that
this variable will also incorporate the impact of demographic trends on housing demand.
We therefore model house prices as error-correcting to the following long-run
equilibrium:
HPt = α + β1 U serth + β2 Incomet + β3 (N ewM ortgagest /Incomet )
+ β4 (HStockt /P op2539t ) + β5 U Ratet + εt

(9)

where U serh is the real user cost of housing, HStock is the stock of housing units,
P op2539 is the population of 25 to 39 year olds, and other variables are as previously
18 We

normalise by income rather than by house prices due to the relative volatility of the
latter. Moreover, income is less subject to distortions from asset bubbles as house prices rise
with mortgage credit in a self-reinforcing cycle (Gelain et al, 2013).
19 See

Glaeser and Nathanson (2015, 2017) for a discussion on expectation formation in the
housing market.
20 See

Gerlach-Kristen and McInerney (2014) and Kelly and McQuinn (2014) for evidence of
the impact of the unemployment rate on Irish house prices.
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deﬁned. The short-run model also includes lagged and contemporaneous changes in
these variables.
As we model CRE prices analogously, we ﬁrst outline the speciﬁcation of that model
before discussing the estimation results for both house prices and CRE prices. CRE
prices play a particularly important role in our framework in several respects. First, they
determine the proﬁtability of CRE investment net of other investment costs. Second,
they constrain the volume of CRE loans that are demanded. Third, in a mechanism
similar to that outlined in Kiyotaki and Moore (1997), they act as collateral or as a
proxy for the value of ﬁrms’ assets which constrains the demand for other types of
corporate credit such as for working capital purposes. Finally, they indirectly aﬀect
the risk premium component of the corporate lending rate through their impact on the
corporate insolvency rate.
The empirical literature on the determinants of commercial rents and property prices
ﬁnds that the return on alternative investments, the level of economic activity, and the
existing stock of CRE relative to demand, are important drivers of CRE returns in the
long run (Ball et al, 2010). In terms of the opportunity cost of CRE investment, we
adopt a user cost approach. As in the case of housing demand, the user cost comprises
two components: the cost of ﬁnancing and the expected capital gain. Unfortunately,
data on the cost of bank ﬁnance for CRE investment speciﬁcally are not available and
so we use the representative lending rate on corporate lending as an approximation.21
We assume that households and commercial real estate ﬁrms use similar extrapolative
rules to form expectations about the future appreciation of house prices and CRE prices.
Therefore, expected capital gain is calculated as the moving average of lagged annual
changes in commercial property prices over the previous two years. The formulation
of expectations in this way introduces a procyclicality to the user cost and can thus
generate endogenous cycles in CRE prices if changes in the latter are particularly large.
As discussed above in relation to house prices, interest rates are poor indicators of
credit availability when there is a shift in credit conditions. To capture the latter, we
augment our model of CRE prices with the change in ratio of corporate credit to GDP,
which is conceptually similar to the ratio of new mortgages to household income used
in the house price equation. If we assume that corporate income grows approximately
in line with GDP, then we interpret an increase in this ratio as indicating credit growth
in excess of the underlying driver of demand, which corresponds to a change in credit
conditions.
The most common challenge in estimating models of CRE prices found in the
empirical literature is the availability of data on the stock of CRE. For example, Whitley
and Windram (2003) use the private capital stock per employee to approximate the
eﬀective stock of CRE. In the case of Ireland, we use the stock of “other (non-dwelling)
buildings and structures including roads” from the CSO and exclude the proportion
represented by roads.22 Following Whitley and Windram (2003) we scale this variable
by total employment to calculate the eﬀective CRE stock, which we use to approximate
the demand for commercial property services. A priori, we expect that higher levels of
the stock per employee are associated with lower commercial property prices.
21 As the risk premium on bank lending to this sector is likely to be larger than for other sectors,

this approximation is likely to underestimate the cost of bank ﬁnance for ﬁrms in this sector.
22 We

assume a simple linear relationship between the deﬂator of this stock and our measure
of CRE prices.
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Finally, similar to the role of the unemployment rate in the house price equation,
we include the corporate insolvency rate to capture changes in uncertainty or investor
sentiment towards the corporate sector. We model commercial property prices in an
error-correction framework with adjustment to the following long-run equilibrium:
CPt = α + β1 U sertc + β2 RGDPt + β3 (CorpLt /GDPt )
+ β4 (CREStockt /Empt ) + β5 U Ratet + εt

(10)

where CP are real CRE prices, U serc is the user cost of capital in the commercial property
sector, CREStock is the stock of commercial property, and Emp is private sector
employment. In the short run, we allow house prices to aﬀect commercial property
prices. Intuitively, house prices represent the opportunity cost to construction ﬁrms of
commercial property development (Whitley and Windram, 2003). As house prices rise,
construction resources are attracted away from the CRE sector to the residential sector,
thereby putting upward pressure on CRE prices. The short-run model also includes
dynamics arising from changes in the variables in (10).
The upper panel of Table 6 presents the results of the equations for both housing and
CRE prices. We ﬁnd that the user cost of capital has a negative but quantitatively small
impact on house prices. As mentioned, a common ﬁnding in pre-crisis empirical studies
on house price determination was that the user cost was either statistically insigniﬁcant
or it had the “wrong” sign (Muellbauer, 2012). One potential reason for this is that these
studies did not control for changes in credit conditions. Both the user cost and indicators
are signiﬁcant and have the expected sign in Table 6.
Our results also suggest that property prices are strongly procyclical. The coeﬃcient
on real household income of 1.2 is close to the average unity coeﬃcient found in
the literature (Malpezzi, 2012). While the literature on CRE prices is more sparse,
the coeﬃcient on real GDP is also similar to that found in other studies (Whitley and
Windram, 2003; Ball et al, 2010).
Table 6 also shows that property prices are inversely related to their eﬀective supply.
The coeﬃcients on the housing and CRE stock variables suggest that there is close to
unitary elasticity between prices and total supply in the long run. The strong impact of
supply on property prices has important implications for the dynamic response of these
sectors to macro-ﬁnancial shocks.
The lower panel of Table 6 presents the results of the short-run models. We ﬁnd
that the speed of adjustment to the long-run equilibrium is similar for both house
prices and CRE prices. We also ﬁnd that short-run dynamics in both models are mainly
driven by changes in the level of economic activity, in investor sentiment, and by ownshocks. Importantly, our results show that house prices aﬀect CRE prices in the short
run. One interpretation of this spillover is the opportunity cost mechanism outlined
above, whereby an increase in prices in one sector attracts resources towards that sector,
resulting in higher prices in the other sector.
Supply of Residential and Commercial Property
In terms of property supply, we adopt the investment or asset market approach originally
outlined in Poterba (1984) and Topel and Rosen (1988). While there is an extensive
literature on the determinants of residential investment and housing supply in general,
studies on the drivers of CRE investment are relatively rare. As with property prices, we
assume that investment in each sector can be modelled analogously.
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In the investment approach, housing supply is a function of Tobin’s Q, given by
the ratio of house prices to construction costs, with the latter approximating the
replacement cost of housing.23 In empirical speciﬁcations of these models, other
costs are often included, such as ﬁnancing costs (Blackley, 1999). In addition, several
studies have included measures of credit availability. Credit constraints drive a wedge
between actual and desired housing supply, although there is some evidence that credit
availability mainly aﬀects speculative residential investment (Chan, 1999; Hedberg and
Krainer, 2012).
Following the literature, we relate residential investment to house prices and building
costs. A change in either of these factors will aﬀect the proﬁtability of investment.
Similar to our model of housing demand (house prices), our housing supply model
incorporates two credit channels. We capture the cost of credit by the change in the real
corporate lending rate and credit availability by the growth rate of CRE lending relative to
GDP.24 Although these variables do exhibit cyclicality, housing investment is itself highly
correlated with the economic cycle (Davis and Heathcote, 2005; Leamer, 2007). One
of the potential drivers of this dynamic behaviour may be ﬂuctuations in uncertainty,
which tend to be countercyclical (Miles, 2009; Bloom, 2014). Residential investment is
particularly subject to uncertainty due to high ﬁxed costs and the irreversibility of such
investment. When uncertainty is high, the real option value of waiting rises leading ﬁrms
to postpone investment. In our model we assume that cyclical variations in uncertainty
can be captured by the unemployment rate.
We model residential investment in an error-correction framework and specify its
long-run relationship with these variables as follows:
ResInvt = α + β1 HPt + β2 BCostst + β3 RCorpRatet
+ β4 ∆(CRELt /GDPt ) + β5 U Ratet + εt

(11)

where ResInv is real residential investment, BCosts are real building costs, and other
variables are as previously deﬁned. We allow short-run persistence in residential
investment to be driven by lagged and contemporaneous changes in the variables in
(11).
We model CRE investment analogously. This implies that the same ﬁrms engage in
both residential and CRE investment, which allows us to generate spillovers between the
sectors as these ﬁrms respond to changes in relative returns. We therefore assume CRE
investment is a function of the proﬁtability of investment and credit availability. We also
relate CRE investment to the demand for commercial space, which is approximated by
real GDP per employee (Lieser and Groh, 2014). The latter may also capture the cyclical
impact of uncertainty.25 Similar to residential investment, CRE investment follows an
23 See

Kenny (1999) for an earlier application of this model to the Irish housing market.

24 CRE

loans include loans to construction ﬁrms. It should be emphasised that our model
focuses on bank lending only. However, non-bank institutional investors are becoming an
increasingly important source of ﬁnance for both the residential and CRE sectors. See Coates
et al (2019) for an overview.
25 We

included alternative measures of uncertainty such as the unemployment rate and the
corporate insolvency rate but these variables were not statistically signiﬁcant.
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error-correcting process with adjustment to the following long-run equilibrium.
CREInvt = α + β1 CP Pt + β2 BCostst + β3 RCorpRatet
+ β4 ∆(CRELt /GDPt ) + β5 (RGDPt /Empt ) + εt

(12)

where CREInv is real CRE investment. In the short run, we allow persistence in
residential investment to be driven by lagged and contemporaneous changes in the
variables in (12) as well as the unemployment rate.
The top panel of Table 7 presents the results of the long-run residential and CRE
investment models. We ﬁnd that the price elasticity of investment is higher in the
residential sector than in the CRE sector. All else equal, a one percent increase in house
prices raises residential investment by 0.8 percent in the long run, while a similar increase
in CRE prices raises CRE investment by close to 0.5 percent. We also ﬁnd that elasticity
of investment with respect to building costs is quantitatively similar to that for prices.
We therefore view this as evidence in favour of asset market approach to the supply of
real estate.
Our results suggest that both residential and CRE investment are particularly interest
rate sensitive. This has important implications for the transmission of lender-based
macroprudential policy. The coeﬃcients suggest that a one percentage point increase
in the corporate rate would, ceteris paribus, lower residential and CRE investment in
the long run by approximately two percent and 2.5 percent, respectively. In addition,
credit conditions as captured by the growth in CRE lending relative to GDP, also have a
strong eﬀect on both types of investment. This is an additional channel through which
macroprudential policy will aﬀect these sectors. However, a potentially important caveat
to these results is that, as non-bank institutional investors are an increasingly important
source of ﬁnance for ﬁrms in both the residential and CRE sectors, our results may
constitute an upper bound for the impact of the domestic banking sector on the supply
of housing and commercial property.
The coeﬃcients on the unemployment rate in the residential investment model and
real GDP per worker in the CRE investment model, suggest that cyclical factors outside
of those captured by the other variables are important. To the extent that this residual
cyclicality reﬂects changes in uncertainty about the future proﬁtability of investment,
these results oﬀer a potential explanation for the strong co-movement of real estate
investment with the economic cycle. However, given the conceptual and practical
diﬃculties of measuring uncertainty, we simply point to this as one channel through
which the macroeconomic environment can aﬀect this type of investment.
The lower panel of Table 7 shows that the speed of error-correction is similar for both
types of investment, with most of the adjustment having occurred after two years. These
results illustrate the lags inherent in the construction and investment process that are
likely related to acquiring land and ﬁnance, obtaining planning permission, and building
structures. We also ﬁnd that short-run persistence in residential investment is driven by
house prices, the corporate rate, and own-shocks, while persistence in CRE investment
is driven by the unemployment rate, the corporate rate and own-shocks.
Finally, we generate the stock of housing and CRE by assuming that each stock
follows a perpetual inventory process. For example, in the case of the stock of dwellings
we assume that the stock in the current period is the sum of the depreciated stock from
the previous period and current residential investment:
DStockt = δ h DStockt−1 + ResInvt
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(13)

where DStock is the stock of dwellings and δ h is the rate of depreciation of the existing
dwelling stock.26 The stock of CRE is assumed to follow an analogous process.27
Mortgage Arrears and Corporate Insolvency
We use the household mortgage arrears rate and the corporate insolvency rate as the key
indicators of macro-ﬁnancial risk to which bank’s loan pricing models react. As mortgage
debt is currently the largest component of Irish banks’ lending to the non-ﬁnancial
private sector, an elevated rate of mortgage arrears can have important consequences
for banks’ proﬁtability and ultimately, their levels of capital. Although Irish banks’ lending
to non-ﬁnancial corporations has fallen considerably since the ﬁnancial crisis, it still
comprises approximately one-third of loans held on their balance sheets and continues
to represent an important source of ﬁnance to Irish ﬁrms, which are predominantly SMEs
(Lawless et al, 2015). Accordingly, we use the corporate insolvency rate to capture the
risks to banks’ balance sheets arising from ﬂuctuations in corporate ﬁnancial stress.
We outline our models of mortgage arrears and corporate insolvency before jointly
discussing the estimation results of both models.
Mortgage Arrears
Following the empirical literature on mortgage delinquency, we adopt the “double
trigger” approach. In this framework, household default occurs due to both a weak
equity position and a fall in repayment capacity (Bajari et al, 2008; Gerardi et al, 2010).
The latter can arise due to the interaction of high mortgage rates, elevated debt service
ratios, unemployment and lower expected income growth.
The empirical evidence on the determinants of mortgage arrears ﬁnds that both
real and ﬁnancial factors play a role. In the case of the US, Gerardi et al (2015)
illustrate the relative importance of these factors with their estimate that the impact of
unemployment on mortgage default is equivalent to a 35-50 percent fall in home equity.
For the UK, Whitley et al (2004), Figueira et al (2005), and Aron and Muellbauer (2010)
ﬁnd that the repayment burden and housing equity are important drivers of arrears.
Unemployment is associated with higher rates of delinquency in almost all studies.
In the case of Ireland, several studies have used loan-level data collected by the
Central Bank of Ireland to investigate the drivers of mortgage arrears. Lydon and
McCarthy (2013) analyse these data over the period 2008 to 2010 and ﬁnd that
unemployment and the debt service to income ratio are particularly important. Kelly
and McCann (2016) focus on the determinants of long-term arrears using data for the
period 2012 to 2013. Unemployment and the repayment burden are also key drivers
of mortgages being in long-term arrears, while the mortgage rate and household equity
additionally play a role. Finally, Kelly and O’Malley (2016) examine the microeconomic
and macroeconomic drivers of the probability of mortgage default and cure transitions.
26 The

variable DStock is the stock of dwellings estimated by the CSO using national accounts
data. The variable HStock is the housing stock based on aggregating the number of housing
completions and applying a depreciation rate to the stock at the end of each period. In model
simulations, we assume a simple linear relationship between the two variables.
27 We

assume that the rate of depreciation of the dwelling and commercial property stock is
the same at 0.8 percent per year.
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They show that the deterioration of the labour market played a much stronger role in the
rise in Irish default rates following the ﬁnancial crisis than the decline in housing equity.
We therefore model mortgage arrears as a function of both ability-to-pay and equity
variables, with error-correction to the following long-run relation:
Arrearst = α + β1 HHEquityt + β2 RM orRatet + β3 U Ratet
+ β4 (M orStockt /Incomet ) + εt

(14)

where Arrears is the household mortgage arrears rate. In the short-run model we
include lagged and contemporaneous changes in the variables in (14).
Corporate Insolvency
The empirical literature on ﬁrm default suggests that ﬁnancial factors such as leverage
are key determinants of ﬁrms’ survival rate.28 In addition, overall demand conditions, as
reﬂected for example in the unemployment rate, are an important real factor that aﬀects
corporate insolvency .
Using UK data, Vlieghe (2001) ﬁnds that aggregate corporate indebtedness (as
approximated by the corporate debt-to-GDP ratio), interest rates, the output gap and
property prices, all play an important role in determining the corporate liquidation
rate. An index of property prices is used to approximate the value of ﬁrms’ collateral.
Liu (2009) also looks at the role of macroeconomic factors in driving the corporate
insolvency rate in the UK and shows that higher proﬁts and GDP growth are associated
with lower insolvency rates, while higher interest rates and corporate leverage are
associated with higher insolvency rates.
These ﬁndings are conﬁrmed in studies that use panel data. For example, Hazak
and Mannasoo (2007) analyse the drivers of company failure using data for countries in
the European union. Similar to single-country studies, they show that higher corporate
leverage and real interest rates are associated with higher levels of insolvency. In terms
of real factors, they show that higher rates of GDP growth lower the probability of
insolvency in ‘old’ member states.
In the Irish context, the literature on the macroeconomic drivers of corporate
insolvency is particularly sparse. One recent contribution is the study by Kelly et al
(2015), who examine the role of both macroeconomic factors and credit conditions
on Irish ﬁrms’ probability of survival. Their results highlight the impact of aggregate
demand, as captured by the unemployment rate, and credit growth on this probability.
Importantly, they also show that new ﬁrms established during boom periods when
credit conditions are relaxed are less likely to survive than those established when credit
conditions are relatively tight.
Our model of the corporate insolvency rate therefore incorporates the potential
impact of both real and ﬁnancial factors. We use the unemployment rate to capture
aggregate demand factors that aﬀect corporate proﬁtability. We include the corporate
28 As

we discuss below in relation to bank capital, one of the central predictions of the
Modigliani-Miller theorem is that the value of a ﬁrm (or bank) should be independent of how
it is ﬁnanced. The importance of ﬁnancial factors such as leverage in the determination of the
corporate insolvency rate thus implies weak empirical evidence for the theorem. This is likely
due to the violation of two assumptions of the model: that ﬁrms can borrow at the prevailing
market interest rate and that there is no bankruptcy.
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lending to capture borrowing costs and the stock of corporate credit relative to GDP to
indicate corporate indebtedness. Finally, we construct a measure of ﬁrm’s net worth to
capture changes in collateral or net worth that can aﬀect ﬁrms’ ability to obtain credit
and working capital through the mechanism outlined in Kiyotaki and Moore (1997). To
approximate changes in ﬁrms net worth we use the ratio of the nominal stock of CRE
to total corporate credit. This variable can be interpreted as the corporate equivalent of
the housing equity variable in (14).
We model the corporate insolvency rate as error-correcting to the following long-run
relation:
Insolvt = α + β1 CEquityt + β2 RCorpRatet + β3 U Ratet
+ β4 (CorpCt /GDPt ) + εt

(15)

where CEquity is the ratio of the nominal value of the stock of CRE to total corporate
credit, CorpCt . In addition to the error-correction term, the short-run behaviour of the
insolvency rate is governed by the ﬁrst diﬀerences of the variables in (15).
The top panel of Table 8 presents the estimation results for the long-run mortgage
arrears and corporate insolvency models. Our results highlight the important role
of ﬁnancial factors in determining the rate of both arrears and insolvencies. For
households, both the real mortgage rate and the mortgage debt-to-income ratio reﬂect
the repayment burden. The coeﬃcients suggest that both variables have a strong impact
on arrears. For example, a one percentage point increase in the mortgage rate will raise
the long-run level of mortgage arrears by 30 basis points, all else equal. For ﬁrms, both
the corporate rate and the ratio of corporate credit-to-GDP indicate that ﬁnancial factors
matter for insolvency rate, although the impact is slightly weaker than for mortgage
arrears. As lender-based macroprudential policy is mainly transmitted through lending
rates in our model, it can have a potentially important impact on ﬁnancial stress in both
the household and corporate sectors.
In addition, adverse shocks to ﬁrms’ and households’ equity positions can lead to
higher rates of delinquency. For households, we ﬁnd that a one percent fall in home
equity raises the mortgage arrears rate by 12 basis points. In the case of ﬁrms, our
measure of ﬁrms’ equity reﬂects changes in the value of CRE relative to debt. To the
extent that this captures ﬂuctuations in ﬁrms’ net worth, it represents a channel through
which constraints on access to ﬁnance can become binding. If net worth falls ﬁrms may
not be able to rollover credit or obtain working capital, which may ultimately lead to
insolvency. The estimated coeﬃcient suggests this channel may be relatively weak. For
example, a one percent fall in ﬁrms’ equity raises the insolvency rate by approximately
ﬁve basis points.
As discussed above, almost all empirical studies ﬁnd that the unemployment rate
is one of the most important drivers of both the mortgage arrears rate and the
corporate insolvency rate. The unemployment rate is used to reﬂect changes in the
macroeconomic environment and the impact this has on the debt repayment capacity
of households and ﬁrms. We ﬁnd that it has a positive signiﬁcant long-run eﬀect on both
stress indicators. Holding the other variables constant, a one percentage point increase
in the unemployment rate will raise the mortgage arrears rate by 80 basis points and the
corporate insolvency rate by close to 10 basis points. Further, the results of the errorcorrection model show that changes in the unemployment rate also have a signiﬁcant
eﬀect on the arrears and insolvency rate in the short run.
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We ﬁnd that the adjustment of household arrears to the long-run equilibrium occurs
at approximately one-third of the speed of the insolvency rate. The short-run dynamics
of mortgage arrears are also aﬀected by shocks to the mortgage rate and household
equity, while the insolvency rate is driven by its own shocks and by economic growth,
an alternative indicator of demand conditions.
Bank Capital
The Modigliani-Miller theorem (Modigliani and Miller, 1958) comprises two propositions.
The ﬁrst states that in a perfectly competitive frictionless economy, the value of a ﬁrm
is independent of how it is ﬁnanced. The second posits that, given the ﬁrst proposition
holds, the cost of equity for a ﬁrm increases linearly with its leverage ratio. As mentioned
above, there is little evidence that the theorem holds empirically. This is likely due to a
number of distortions that, in response to an increase in its capital ratio, prevent a bank’s
required return on equity falling suﬃciently so that its weighted average cost of capital
remains unchanged. These distortions include the favourable tax treatment of debt
relative to equity, explicit or implicit public guarantees on banks’ debt, and informational
asymmetries (Cline, 2015).
Considering the empirical evidence against the Modigliani-Miller theorem, it may be
expected that a bank would economise on its holdings of capital and target a capital ratio
that is close to the regulatory minimum. However, banks tend to maintain often sizeable
buﬀers over minimum requirements (Flannery and Rangan, 2006).
From a theoretical perspective, there may be several reasons for this. First, buﬀers
provide insurance against capital falling below minimum requirements and the bank
incurring a regulatory penalty (Repullo and Suarez, 2013). This can be particularly
costly if there are signiﬁcant short-run costs to adjusting capital ratios quickly due to
asymmetric information (Myers and Majluf, 1984). Second, banks may hold buﬀers for
economic capital reasons driven by perceived risk exposures on their lending portfolios,
volatility in earnings, a desire to signal soundness to potential investors or to quickly
avail of investment opportunities as they arise. Finally, in accordance with the “pecking
order" theory buﬀers may reﬂect a period of high proﬁtability and therefore the recent
path of retained earnings (Myers and Majluf, 1984). A bank may decide not to distribute
these proﬁts as dividends as it may signal to potential investors that the bank is unable
to exploit growth opportunities (Maurin and Toivanen, 2012).
Empirically, banks’ capital ratios are found to be driven by several factors. Capital
ratios tend to be lower among large banks and in larger sectors (Caprio et al, 2005; Gropp
and Heider, 2010). This is likely due to less asymmetric information and a larger pool of
potential investors, which reduce the cost of raising equity. Accordingly, we allow banks’
capital ratios in our framework to depend on the size of the Irish banking sector in terms
of total assets normalised by GDP.
Capital ratios tend to be inversely correlated with bank proﬁtability as more proﬁtable
banks are able to raise capital more easily through retained earnings if they are required
to do so at short notice (Berger et al, 2008; Mehran and Thankor, 2011). We use
net interest margins as the indicator of proﬁtability in our framework and it is through
this channel that banks generate the retained earnings required to meet changes in
their capital target.29 This is consistent with the pecking order theory, which proposes
29 In practice, a bank could also meet an increase in its target ratio by deleveraging, by changing

the composition of its risk-weighted assets, or by issuing equity.
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that banks choose to use internal funds ﬁrst before seeking relatively more expensive
external ﬁnance (Myers and Majluf, 1984). It is also consistent with the behaviour of
capital ratios since the global ﬁnancial crisis (Cohen and Scatigna, 2016). We use the
weighted-average interest diﬀerential between assets and liabilities as an approximate
measure of retained earnings or bank proﬁts. However, in simulations we allow for losses
arising from non-performing loans to reduce bank proﬁts.30
In the absence of countercyclical macroprudential policy, there is considerable
evidence that capital ratios are strongly procyclical (Drumond, 2009). This may be
due to ﬂuctuations in banks’ perception of risk or in diﬀerent quantitative measures of
risk, such as Value-at-Risk (VaR), that fall in a cyclical upswing and rise in a downswing
(Jokipii and Milne, 2008; Adrian and Shin, 2014). Following Akram (2014), we use the
unemployment rate as our measure of the cyclical position of the economy.
Finally, capital ratios are driven by risks related to the structure of banks’ balance
sheets. On the asset side, these are related to portfolio concentration risk and exposure
to relatively volatile sectors. In particular, capital ratios tend to be higher in banks that
are more exposed to the real estate sector (Martin-Oliver et al, 2013). We approximate
this exposure with the share of commercial real estate lending in total lending. On the
liability side, capital ratios tend to be higher in banks that are more vulnerable to liquidity
or rollover risk (Nier and Baumann, 2006; Francis and Osbourne, 2010). This suggests
that banks that rely more on (non-insured) non-deposit funding tend to hold more capital
to mitigate investor concerns that liquidity issues may generate insolvency risk. We
approximate this “market discipline” eﬀect with the share of deposits in total liabilities,
which is expected to have a negative impact on the capital ratio.
We model banks’ capital ratio in an error-correction framework with its long-run
equilibrium a function of the size of the banking sector, bank proﬁtability, the cyclical
position of the economy, exposure to the commercial real estate sector, and market
discipline:
CAPt = α + β1 (Assetst /GDPt ) + β2 U Ratet + β3 BP rof itst
+ β4 (CRELt /Loanst ) + β5 (Depositst /Liabilitiest ) + εt

(16)

where CAP is the ratio of capital to risk-weighted assets, BP rof its is the diﬀerence
between weighted-average lending rates and funding costs adjusted for loan losses,
Loans are total loans to the non-ﬁnancial private sector, and Deposits are total retail
deposits. Assets and Liabilities are, respectively, the total assets and liabilities of the
banking sector.31 We allow the short-run behaviour of the capital ratio to be driven by
lagged and contemporaneous changes in the variables in (16).
Table 9 presents the estimation results of the bank capital equation. Banks’ capital
ratio tends to fall as the banking sector expands. As mentioned above, this is likely
due to capital adjustment costs being lower in larger banking sectors. The coeﬃcient
on the unemployment rate is positive and signiﬁcant, indicating that in the absence of
30 The

losses are calculated as the product of the probability of default, the loss given default
and the exposure at default. The probability of default on household loans is linked to the arrears
rate, while that on corporate loans is linked to the corporate insolvency rate. The loss given
default is calibrated based on average historical values on each type of loan while the exposure
at default is simply assumed to be the outstanding loan amount.
31 Clearly,

total assets must equal total liabilities. They are included separately here for

intuition.

26

countercyclical capital regulation, capital ratios tend to behave procyclically. All else
equal, a one percentage point increase in the unemployment rate is associated with a 60
basis points increase in the capital ratio.
We ﬁnd that capital ratios rise when banks’ proﬁtability increases. This illustrates
the importance of retained earnings as a source of capitalisation, consistent with the
pecking order theory. In our model, this is the primary channel through which banks
adjust their capital ratios in response to higher capital requirements. Capital ratios are
also driven by potential portfolio and liquidity risks. In terms of the former, we ﬁnd that
banks hold more capital as their exposure to the commercial real estate sector increases.
This is likely due to the relatively high volatility of that sector. In terms of liquidity or
rollover risks, banks’ capital ratios are lower the higher the share of deposits in liabilities.
For example, a one percentage point increase in the share of deposits in total liabilities
lowers the capital ratio by over 15 basis points.
Table 9 also shows that error-correction of the capital ratio to its long-run equilibrium
is relatively slow, although most of the adjustment occurs within two years of a shock.
This has potentially important implications for prudential policy and, in particular, the
sequencing of higher capital requirements, as it suggests that Irish banks may incur
signiﬁcant adjustment costs if they are required to increase their capital ratios at short
notice. Finally, the short-run behaviour of the capital ratio is also driven by changes in
bank proﬁtability and the unemployment rate.
The results presented in Table 9 determine how the capital ratio of Irish banks
behaves in the short and long run. The long-run relationship between this ratio and
its determinants can be interpreted as a target towards which banks adjust. The
estimated constant in this relationship is therefore a proxy for minimum regulatory
capital requirements, giving the average level of the capital ratio when the variables that
determine the size of capital buﬀers are set to zero. In model scenarios, the target can
also be augmented with additional capital requirements such as the CCyB. Accordingly,
banks’ target capital ratio in the model has the following form:
CAP Tt = −1.18 − 2.1∗ (Assetst /GDPt ) + 0.7∗ U Ratet + 14.2∗ BP rof itst
+ 1.1∗ (CREt /Loanst ) − 0.6∗ (Depositst /Liabilitiest ) + CCyBt

(17)

where CAP T is the target capital ratio, CCyB is the countercyclical capital buﬀer,
and the coeﬃcients on each variable are taken from Table 9. A change in capital
requirements, whether in the form of a permanent change in minimum regulatory levels
or time-varying buﬀers as in the case of a CCyB, will shift this target up or down
depending on the policy that is implemented. When the target changes, the long-run
equilibrium towards which the actual capital ratio adjusts also changes, with the speed
of error-correction and short-run dynamics given by the coeﬃcients in Table 9.
As discussed above, the primary channel through which banks meet higher capital
targets is by increasing retained earnings. In scenarios where capital holdings exceed
their target level, the diﬀerence is assumed to be distributed to households in the form
of dividends. Conversely, when the capital ratio is below target, dividends are suspended
until the target is reached.

3 Real-Financial Linkages in a Macro Model
We now outline how the macro-ﬁnancial relationships estimated in the previous section
are embedded in the Central Bank of Ireland’s structural macroeconomic model of the
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Irish economy, COSMO. Figure 1 illustrates the key linkages we incorporate in the model
between the Central Bank, the banking sector and the real economy in terms of the
transmission mechanisms of diﬀerent types of policy shocks, the spillovers between
sectors, and important feedback eﬀects.32 These key linkages are represented by the
solid arrows while the dashed arrows represent links between sectors that are not
directly relevant to the macro-ﬁnancial shocks we discuss here.33
The Central Bank acts as the macroprudential authority in the model. It has four
instruments that it can use to mitigate diﬀerent dimensions of systemic risk. On the
borrower side, it can manage mortgage credit conditions by limiting household leverage
and income gearing through restrictions on LTI and LTV ratios. On the lender side, it can
raise liquidity requirements for banks by imposing a ceiling on LTD ratios and it can raise
minimum regulatory capital ratios or activate the CCyB. The Central Bank as part of the
ESCB is also the monetary authority in the model, although the latter is assumed to be
exogenous to Irish economic conditions.34
Borrower-based macroprudential instruments aﬀect mortgage credit demand
directly, while lender-based instruments aﬀect banks’ lending spreads. The latter also
depend on indicators of credit risk associated with lending to households and ﬁrms.
Lending spreads together with funding costs determine the interest rate on each type
of credit. These funding costs comprise the deposit rate, which follows the long-run
government bond rate due to deposit insurance, and euribor, which depends on the
policy rate.
Credit demand is assumed to depend on the cost of credit, income and the value of
collateral, as approximated by house prices and CRE prices. As mentioned, household
mortgage demand will also depend on the prevailing LTI and LTV ratios. In addition
to mortgages, households also demand consumer loans. On the corporate side, the
model distinguishes between CRE loans and other corporate credit due to the diﬀerential
elasticity of demand of each loan type with respect to economic growth and CRE prices.
Accordingly, there are two credit channels through which real, ﬁnancial, and
macroprudential shocks are transmitted to property prices. In the ﬁrst channel, changes
in interest rates aﬀect the user cost of capital which, net of expectations of property
price appreciation, will aﬀect households’ and ﬁrms’ decisions to purchase housing or
CRE. In the second channel, given that interest rates are often a poor indicator of credit
availability, changes in the quantity of credit relative to income or GDP are used to
approximate variations in credit conditions in each sector.
The response of house prices to shocks aﬀects household consumption and the
demand for consumer loans through the housing wealth eﬀect. It also aﬀects residential
investment by changing the proﬁtability of housing development. As both consumption
and investment are components of non-traded output, employment and wages in that
sector will rise or fall depending on the shock. The impact on household mortgage
arrears is contingent on the relative strength of the response of housing equity, the
mortgage rate and the stock of mortgage debt.
32 Note

that some of the spillover and feedback channels are omitted from Figure 1 for
expository reasons.
33 See Bergin et al (2017) and Conefrey et al (2018) for details on diﬀerent aspects of COSMO.
34 To

simulate changes in the ECB policy stance, the model can be used in conjunction with
NIESR’s NIGEM model of the global economy.
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The channels through which shocks in the banking system are transmitted to the
corporate sector are similar to those in the household sector. The corporate lending
rate is particularly important as it is the key component of the user cost of capital,
which in turn aﬀects the demand for CRE and non-CRE credit as well as commercial
property prices. The latter have a dual role in the propagation of shocks in this sector.
First, they determine the proﬁtability of CRE investment and aﬀect the demand for CRE
credit. Second, they act as collateral and an approximate indicator of ﬁrms’ balance sheet
strength, which inﬂuences banks’ willingness to rollover existing loans and extend credit
for working capital. Both CRE and non-CRE corporate investment are key drivers of the
long-run productive capacity of the traded- and non-traded sectors in the model as they
determine the capital stock in each sector. Similar to mortgage arrears, the impact of
macro-ﬁnancial shocks on the corporate insolvency rate will depend on the responses
of the corporate lending rate, CRE prices, and ﬁrms’ income gearing.
Finally, Figure 1 shows how macro-ﬁnancial shocks can spillover to the government
and international sectors. The impact on the government sector is indirect and
occurs through automatic stabilisers as government revenue and expenditure responds
passively to economic growth. The response of consumption and investment to these
shocks also aﬀects the economy’s external position. The current account evolves
according to the impact of changes in the level of economic activity on the demand
for imports and on wage dynamics, which determine competitiveness and thus exports.

4 Scenarios
We now illustrate the usefulness of our model for both macroprudential policy and
ﬁnancial stability analysis. We ﬁrst assess the macro-ﬁnancial impact of a change to
LTI and LTV ratios. These ratios aﬀect credit demand directly and therefore have a
potentially important role in dampening the ﬁnancial cycle. We then consider the
stabilising properties of one of the lender-based macroprudential instruments, the CCyB,
and show that releasing this buﬀer in a cyclical downturn can mitigate the decline
in credit provision. Finally, we simulate a scenario in which there is an exogenous
permanent fall in CRE prices and highlight the strength of the linkages between this
sector, the banking system, and the wider economy.
Borrower-based Instruments
The sharp relaxation of Irish mortgage credit conditions over the 2003-2007 period was
mainly evident in higher LTI and LTV ratios on new mortgage lending to households
(McCarthy and McQuinn, 2017). The increase in these ratios was also associated with
higher subsequent levels of borrower default (Hallissey et al, 2014). As restrictions on
these ratios are a key component of the Central Bank of Ireland’s macroprudential toolkit,
it is important to elucidate and quantify the channels through which changes in these
ratios are transmitted to the economy.

29

LTV Ratio
We ﬁrst simulate an exogenous ﬁve percentage point fall in the mortgage LTV ratio over
the period Q1 2020 to Q4 2032.35 The results of this scenario are shown in Figure
2. The LTV ratio, together with the LTI ratio, are incorporated in the equation for new
mortgage lending to reﬂect the change in credit conditions related to constraints on
household leverage. A ﬁve percentage point fall in the LTV ratio reduces new mortgage
lending by over 20 percent in the long run relative to a baseline scenario in which the
LTV ratio remains constant. The reduction in new mortgage lending leads to a mortgage
stock, which net of redemptions, is 12 percent lower by the end of the simulation period.
The tightening of credit conditions leads to lower house prices, which fall by eight
percent in the medium term and six percent in the long term. The rise in house prices
back towards baseline in the long run is mainly due to lower housing supply. One of
the key drivers of housing demand in the model is the ratio of the housing stock to the
population of 25 to 39 year olds. The latter is exogenous in the model so the decline in
the housing stock due to the reduction in residential investment causes this ratio, and
consequently housing demand, to increase. The housing stock is almost one percent
lower relative to baseline after ten years.
The fall in residential investment leads to lower demand for construction related CRE
loans, which fall by over six percent in the long run. As construction ﬁrms are assumed to
operate in both the residential and CRE sectors, the fall in house prices diverts resources
from the former to the latter with CRE prices falling as a result. Deposits are assumed to
grow in line with the economy so that banks are utilising less wholesale funding at the
margin due to the decline in credit demand from the residential sector. This lowers the
LTD ratio by four percentage points. The credit gap, given by the diﬀerence between
the credit-to-GDP ratio and its trend, falls by a similar amount.
The rate of mortgage arrears initially rises above baseline due to lower household
equity and higher unemployment. However, as the mortgage stock falls relative to
baseline, average household equity converges towards the prevailing LTV ratio and the
income gearing of households falls. This leads to a reduction in mortgage delinquency
with the arrears rate 0.4 percentage points lower than its baseline value by the end of the
simulation period. Banks’ proﬁtability deteriorates mainly due to lower lending volumes
but eventually tapers due to the reduction in mortgage arrears.
For households, the decline in house prices generates a negative housing wealth
eﬀect, which has a strong impact on consumption. The latter falls by close to one percent
after ﬁve years. As the fall in income is small relative to the reduction in consumption,
the savings rate adjusts and is 60 basis points higher when the deviation of consumption
from baseline is at its peak.
Overall, the medium-run impact of a ﬁve percentage point reduction in the LTV ratio
is a fall in GDP of 0.25 percent and an increase in the unemployment rate of 15 basis
points, before these variables gradually return to baseline. The reduction in domestic
demand and increase in the savings rate lead to an improvement in the current account
balance, which is approximately 35 basis points higher in the medium term. Finally, the
general government budget balance deteriorates by 10 basis points over the same period
35 Note

that the LTV and LTI scenarios that we simulate reﬂect the impact of a generalised
exogenous change in these ratios. Accordingly, they abstract from how “binding” constraints on
these ratios are at a particular point in time. See Kelly et al (2018) and Kelly and Mazza (2019)
for details on how the bindingness of these constraints can be derived using loan-level data.
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due to automatic stabilisers, before rising back to baseline in line with the aggregate
economy.
LTI Ratio
We next consider the impact of an exogenous fall in the mortgage LTI ratio of 0.25 times
income. As the transmission channels and dynamics are similar to those for a shock to the
LTV ratio, we focus here on the magnitude of the impact on each variable. Figure 3 shows
the response of each selected variable to this shock. The LTI ratio is incorporated in the
equation for new mortgage lending to capture exogenous changes in credit conditions
related to the relaxation of constraints on household income gearing. A shock to the LTI
ratio of this size reduces new mortgage lending by approximately 15 percent, leading to
a mortgage stock that is eight percent lower by the end of the scenario horizon.
More restrictive credit conditions reduce housing demand and generate a decline in
house prices of close to eight percent in the medium term. Lower house prices reduce
the proﬁtability of residential investment which lowers the housing stock by over one
percent relative to baseline by the end of the simulation period. The decline in residential
investment leads to lower demand for credit by construction ﬁrms, with the stock of
CRE loans ultimately falling by four percent. The reduction in housing demand diverts
resources away from the residential sector and towards the CRE sector. This lowers CRE
prices by over 1.5 percent in the medium term before they return to baseline.
The fall in the LTI ratio reduces the credit gap and LTD ratio by approximately 2.5
percentage points. Bank proﬁtability also falls due to the contraction of banks’ balance
sheets but tapers in the long run as mortgage arrears fall. As in the case of the shock to
the LTV ratio, arrears rise in the short- to medium-term due to a combination of lower
housing equity and a higher unemployment rate, but fall in the longer term because of
the reduction in household indebtedness. However, the net impact of the LTI shock on
the arrears rate is quantitatively small at 20 basis points.
Consumption responds relatively strongly to the shock, falling by 0.6 percent in the
medium term. This is mainly due to the negative housing wealth eﬀect from lower house
prices, which raises household saving. The aggregate savings rate rises by 40 basis points
as a result of the shock.
Overall, the macroeconomic impact of a shock to the LTI ratio of this magnitude
is relatively small. GDP falls by over 0.15 percent in the medium term, while
the unemployment rate rises by 10 basis points. Lower consumption and higher
saving lead to a 20 basis point increase in the current account balance relative to
baseline. The general government balance deteriorates slightly due to lower tax
receipts from the reduction in economic activity and higher transfer payments due to
greater unemployment. However, the macroeconomic impact of the shock dissipates
substantially over the longer term as these variables converge towards their baseline
values.
Countercyclical Capital Buﬀer
The Central Bank of Ireland, in its capacity as the national macroprudential authority,
activated a CCyB for Irish banks in 2018. The aim of the CCyB is to enhance the lossabsorbing capacity of the banking system so that it "buﬀers" rather than ampliﬁes the
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impact of cyclical shocks on banks’ balance sheets.36 . This mitigates the tendency of
banks to boost their capital ratios by contracting credit provision in a downturn, which
generally exacerbates ﬁnancial stress among households and ﬁrms, leads to further
deterioration of banks’ balance sheets, and impedes recovery in the real economy.37
This raises an important question from a macroprudential perspective in terms of
the extent to which the “release" of the CCyB can support the supply of credit in the
contractionary phase of the cycle. To address this issue, we implement the CCyB in our
model by incorporating a trend for the credit-to-GDP ratio, which is estimated using
the linear projection method outlined in Hamilton (2018). The CCyB is calibrated in
proportion to the credit gap, given by the deviation of the credit-to-GDP ratio from its
trend. It is activated once the credit gap exceeds two percentage points. The buﬀer
then increases linearly from zero to 2.5 percentage points until the credit gap exceeds
10 percentage points, above which the 2.5 percentage point maximum is applied.38
To demonstrate the potentially stabilising impact of the CCyB, we simulate a scenario
in which it is initially set to the maximum value before the economy experiences a
sudden permanent real and ﬁnancial shock that is suﬃcient to lower the credit gap from
10 percentage points to below zero within one year.39 In response to the shock, the
central bank sets the CCyB to zero so that banks can reduce their capital buﬀers by 2.5
percentage points.40 The shock absorptive role of the CCyB is illustrated by comparing
the behaviour of each variable in this scenario to a baseline scenario in which the target
capital ratio of the banking sector does not fall in response to the shock.
Figure 4 shows the deviation of selected variables from their baseline values. As the
target capital ratio falls, banks are required to hold less retained earnings and so reduce
lending rates. The mortgage, corporate and consumer rates fall by 30, 25, and 45 basis
points, respectively. Lower lending rates boost demand for credit relative to the baseline.
New mortgage lending is three percent higher in the long run, which leads to a mortgage
stock which is almost 1.2 percent higher. The large fall in the consumer rate means that
the demand for consumer loans rises by 1.6 percent relative to baseline.
In terms of corporate lending, the demand for CRE loans rises more than for other
types of corporate credit due mainly to the higher interest sensitivity of demand for
36 While

the aim of the CCyB is not explicitly to dampen ﬂuctuations in the ﬁnancial cycle, it
can potentially complement more direct tools such as restrictions on LTI and LTV ratios (Donnery,
2018).
37 While

higher levels of bank capital may reduce the probability of a ﬁnancial crisis occurring,
they may also generate macroeconomic costs due to the associated increase in lending rates.
See McInerney et al (2020) for an analysis of the net beneﬁts of higher capital requirements for
Ireland.
38 Note

that the actual implementation of the CCyB is much more multi-faceted than a
simplistic implementation based on the gap between the credit-to-GDP ratio and its underlying
trend (O’Brien and Ryan, 2017). Moreover, Lozej et al (2018) ﬁnd that it may be more optimal
from a welfare perspective to target a house price gap rather than a credit gap.
39 This is calibrated as a three percent fall in world demand and a two percentage point increase

in banks’ funding costs.
40 We

assume that banks’ capital ratios are at their target levels inclusive of the CCyB prior
to the shock. As Lozej and O’Brien (2018) show, the presence or loss of additional buﬀers may
aﬀect the timing of the CCyB release and may also aﬀect the behaviour of banks as they adjust
their non-CCyB buﬀers.
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this type of loan. CRE lending is 1.5 percent higher relative to baseline in the long run,
while other corporate lending is over one percent higher.41 Lower lending rates and
higher credit volumes lead to higher property prices and investment. House prices rise
by 1.2 percent above baseline after 10 years. This increases the proﬁtability of residential
investment, which also rises due to lower borrowing costs. Similarly, CRE values increase
by 0.5 percent over the same period, which raises CRE investment by 0.8 percent.
The increase in economic activity due to higher investment raises the demand for
labour which puts upward pressure on wages. In the medium run household income
is 0.1 percent higher than the baseline, which together with higher house prices leads
to higher consumption. The overall macroeconomic impact of the release of the CCyB
is to raise GDP and employment by approximately 0.12 percent above baseline. The
fall in interest rates induced by lower capital requirements also has a long-run eﬀect on
the supply potential of the economy by raising the aggregate productive capital stock
through higher levels of investment.
Our results suggest that the CCyB can attenuate the decline in bank lending and
output in response to an adverse shock but that its impact may be weak. The credit
gap is 80 basis points higher than baseline at the end of the scenario horizon. By
contrast, the moderate changes to borrower-based instruments in the scenarios above
generated increases in the credit gap of between 2.5 and four percentage points. The
diﬀerential eﬀects on credit of borrower- and lender-based instruments are mainly
due to the relatively low interest elasticity of credit demand that we estimate in the
model and the mechanism through which borrower-based instruments aﬀect credit
demand directly. While some components of GDP such as consumption and real estate
investment respond strongly either directly or indirectly (through wealth eﬀects) to the
fall in interest rates, the overall impact on GDP indicates that other components exhibit
much lower interest-sensitivity.
Commercial Real Estate Prices
Finally, we illustrate how our model can be used to generate stress scenarios that are
central to the assessment of macro-ﬁnancial risks. One of the novel features of our
model is the incorporation of the CRE sector. CRE prices fell by more than 60 percent in
the aftermath of the ﬁnancial crisis, while the rate of non-performing CRE loans rose to
over 70 percent (ESRB, 2015; McCann and McGeever, 2018). While the CRE share of
bank lending has diminished signiﬁcantly since the crisis, the volatility of the commercial
property sector along with its linkages to the rest of the economy imply that it remains
a potential source and propagator of real and ﬁnancial risks.42
To illustrate how shocks to the CRE sector in our model have both macroeconomic
and ﬁnancial eﬀects, we consider a scenario in which there is an exogenous and
permanent 10 percent fall in CRE prices. As with the other scenarios, the shock is
implemented in Q1 2020 and the model is simulated until Q4 2032. Figure 5 presents
the response of selected variables to this shock.
41 The

increase in corporate lending is also partly driven by the appreciation in CRE prices,
which raises the value of ﬁrms’ collateral.
42 The share of CRE in the stock of credit extended to Irish non-ﬁnancial corporations has fallen

from a peak of 66 percent in Q2 2009 to its current level of 31 percent.
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The decline in CRE prices reduces the incentive to invest in CRE, with CRE investment
falling by ﬁve percent over the long term relative to the baseline scenario. The demand
for CRE loans falls by eight percent due to the decline in the proﬁtability of CRE
investment. The fall in the value of collateral also adversely aﬀects ﬁrms’ ability to
rollover existing credit lines and obtain working capital, thereby constraining the demand
for non-CRE corporate credit. The latter is approximately four percent lower over the
medium to long term. As CRE investment is now less proﬁtable relative to residential
investment, real estate and construction ﬁrms shift resources to the housing sector. As
residential investment increases, the supply of housing relative to the population of 25
to 39 year olds rises, so that house prices fall relative to baseline in the medium term.
The deterioration in credit conditions lead to some ﬁrms becoming insolvent as seen
by the 15 basis points increase in the corporate insolvency rate after ﬁve years. Banks
respond to this indicator of economic stress by increasing the risk premium component
of the corporate lending rate, although the eﬀect is relatively small. Higher lending rates
raise the user cost of capital, further depressing investment and lowering the demand
for credit. This mechanism is similar to the ﬁnancial accelerator outlined in Bernanke et
al (1999), whereby a negative shock to ﬁrms’ asset values leads to a credit crunch which
reduces investment and exacerbates the initial decline in ﬁrms’ net worth. The fall in
corporate lending reduces bank proﬁts, the LTD ratio and the credit gap. The latter is
more than two percentage points lower by the end of the scenario horizon.
The macroeconomic impact of the shock to CRE prices is relatively large.43 GDP falls
by 0.4 percent in the medium term, mainly driven by lower consumption and investment,
while the unemployment rate rises by 15 basis points. Corporate proﬁts decline initially
due to the fall in output in the non-traded sector. The recovery in proﬁts in the long
run is driven by the traded sector as exports increase due to the improvement in cost
competitiveness relative to trading partners, with the current account balance rising by
30 basis points after ﬁve years. This more than oﬀsets the continued decline in the
proﬁtability of ﬁrms in the non-traded sector. Potential output declines in the long run
mainly due to lower levels of CRE investment, which reduces the economy’s productive
capital stock relative to baseline. Finally, automatic stabilisers reduce the government
balance although the eﬀect is again quantitatively small.
Our results highlight the macro-ﬁnancial risks that can be generated by ﬂuctuations
in CRE prices. They illustrate the role of the latter in determining the proﬁtability of real
estate investment and the value of collateral used to obtain other types of corporate
credit. They also show that these ﬂuctuations have a direct and indirect impact on
lending rates, banks’ balance sheets, and on ﬁrm survival.

5 Conclusion
We specify and estimate a system of macro-ﬁnancial linkages for the Irish
economy, incorporating transmission channels for both borrower- and lender-based
macroprudential instruments. We then embed these linkages in a semi-structural model
of the Irish economy. We highlight the dynamic direct and indirect nature of the
interactions between the banking sector and the real economy, as well as the role of
sectoral spillovers and spillbacks. Importantly from a ﬁnancial stability perspective, we
43 To

put the macroeconomic (real GDP) impact of this shock in comparative terms, it is
equivalent to a 10 percentage point fall in the LTV ratio.
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show that aggregate indicators of household and corporate stress such as mortgage
arrears and insolvency rates have both real and ﬁnancial triggers, which subsequently
feed back into banks’ loan pricing decisions.
We simulate four scenarios to illustrate the usefulness of the model for
macroprudential policy and ﬁnancial stability analysis. The ﬁrst two scenarios consider
how changes to borrower-based instruments can aﬀect macro-ﬁnancial volatility. We
then consider the shock-absorbing capacity of the CCyB in the event of an adverse shock
to the economy. Finally, we illustrate the usefulness of the model for simulating stresstest scenarios by examining the impact on the Irish economy of an exogenous fall in CRE
prices.
We ﬁnd that borrower-based macroprudential instruments have a strong impact on
credit demand. This emphasises the important role that these instruments can play in
mitigating macro-ﬁnancial risks and dampening ﬂuctuations in the Irish ﬁnancial cycle. In
terms of lender-based instruments, we ﬁnd that although the CCyB does attenuate the
contraction in credit provision and output in response to an adverse shock, its stabilising
role may need to be complemented with other instruments in the event of a particularly
severe shock. We also show that ﬂuctuations in CRE prices can generate substantial
real and ﬁnancial volatility. This is primarily due to the diﬀerent role CRE prices play for
diﬀerent ﬁrms in terms of determining the proﬁtability of investment, reﬂecting collateral
values, and as an indicator of balance sheet strength. It should be noted however, that
our model is essentially linear, whereas the impact of macroprudential policy or macroﬁnancial shocks may be highly non-linear.
An interesting extension of our framework would be to incorporate reaction
functions for each macroprudential instrument, which apart from the CCyB are
exogenous in the model. This would require constructing an indicator of systemic risk
which could include, similar to Davis et al (2018), a measure of house price misalignment,
capital adequacy, excess credit growth, and imbalances in the current account. Diﬀerent
calibrations of the response function for each instrument could inform priors about the
relative eﬀectiveness and stabilising properties of diﬀerent instruments and importantly,
the dynamic interactive behaviour of these instruments within a given set of policy
measures. Moreover, as the systemic risk indicator would respond to changes in bank
capital, the model could incorporate the beneﬁts of higher capital requirements in terms
of mitigating systemic risk.

References
Adrian, Tobias and Hyun Song Shin. 2014. “Procyclical Leverage and Value-at-Risk.” The
Review of Financial Studies 27(2):373.
Akram, Farooq. 2014. “Macro eﬀects of capital requirements and macroprudential
policy.” Economic Modelling 42:77 – 93.
Almeida, Heitor, Murillo Campello and Crocker Liu. 2006. “The Financial Accelerator:
Evidence from International Housing Markets.” Review of Finance 10(3):321–352.
Angelini, Paolo, Stefano Neri and Fabio Panetta. 2014. “The Interaction between Capital
Requirements and Monetary Policy.” Journal of Money, Credit and Banking 46(6):1073–
1112.

35

Aron, Janine and John Muellbauer. 2016. “Modelling and forecasting mortgage
delinquency and foreclosure in the UK.” Journal of Urban Economics 94(C):32–53.
Bajari, Patrick, Chenghuan Sean Chu and Minjung Park. 2008. An Empirical Model
of Subprime Mortgage Default From 2000 to 2007. NBER Working Papers 14625
National Bureau of Economic Research, Inc.
Ball, Michael, Colin Lizieri and Bryan MacGregor. 2010. The Economics of Commercial
Property Markets, Second Edition. Routledge.
Barrell, Ray, Mauro Costantini and Iris Meco. 2015. “Housing wealth, ﬁnancial wealth,
and consumption: New evidence for Italy and the UK.” International Review of Financial
Analysis 42:316 – 323.
Berger, Allen N., Robert DeYoung, Mark J. Flannery, David Lee and Ozde Oztekin.
2008. “How do Large Banking Organizations Manage Their Capital Ratios.” Journal
of Financial Services Research 34(2-3):123–149.
Bergin, Adele, Niall Conroy, Abian Garcia-Rodriguez, Dawn Holland, Niall McInerney,
Edgar Morgenroth and Donal Smith. 2017. COSMO: A new COre Structural MOdel
for Ireland. ESRI Working Paper 553 Economic and Social Research Institute.
Bernanke, Ben and Mark Gertler. 1989. “Agency Costs, Net Worth, and Business
Fluctuations.” The American Economic Review 79(1):14–31.
Bernanke, Ben S., Mark Gertler and Simon Gilchrist. 1999. The ﬁnancial accelerator
in a quantitative business cycle framework. In Handbook of Macroeconomics, ed. J. B.
Taylor and M. Woodford. Vol. 1 of Handbook of Macroeconomics Elsevier chapter 21,
pp. 1341–1393.
Blackley, Dixie M. 1999. “The Long-Run Elasticity of New Housing Supply in the United
States: Empirical Evidence for 1950 to 1994.” The Journal of Real Estate Finance and
Economics 18(1):25–42.
Bloom, Nicholas. 2014. “Fluctuations in Uncertainty.” Journal of Economic Perspectives
28(2):153–176.
Caprio, Gerard, James A. Hanson and Robert E. Litan. 2005. Financial Crises: Lessons from
the Past, Preparation for the Future. Brookings Institution Press.
Carroll, Christopher D., Miszzu Otsuka and Jiri Slacalek. 2011. “How Large Are Housing
and Financial Wealth Eﬀects? A New Approach.” Journal of Money, Credit and Banking
43(1):55–79.
Case, Karl E., Quigley John M. and Shiller Robert J. 2005. “Comparing Wealth Eﬀects:
The Stock Market versus the Housing Market.” The B.E. Journal of Macroeconomics
5(1):1–34.
Chan, Thomas Sai-fan. 1999. “Residential Construction and Credit Market Imperfection.”
The Journal of Real Estate Finance and Economics 18(1):125–139.
Claessens, Stijn. 2015. “An Overview of Macroprudential Policy Tools.” Annual Review of
Financial Economics 7(1):397–422.
36

Clancy, Daragh, Mary Cussen and Reamonn Lydon. 2014. Housing Market Activity
and Consumption: Macro and Micro Evidence. Research Technical Papers 13/RT/14
Central Bank of Ireland.
Clancy, Daragh and Rossana Merola. 2017. “Countercyclical capital rules for small open
economies.” Journal of Macroeconomics 54(PB):332–351.
Clerc, Laurent, Alexis Derviz, Caterina Mendicino, Stephane Moyen, Kalin Nikolov, Livio
Stracca, Javier Suarez and Alexandros P. Vardoulakis. 2015. “Capital Regulation in a
Macroeconomic Model with Three Layers of Default.” International Journal of Central
Banking 11(3):9–63.
Cline, William R. 2015. Testing the Modigliani-Miller Theorem of Capital Structure
Irrelevance for Banks. Working Paper Series WP15-8 Peterson Institute for
International Economics.
Coates, Dermot, Pierce Daly, Enda Keenan, Gerard Kennedy and Barra McCarthy. 2019.
Who invests in the Irish commercial real estate market?: An overview of non-bank
institutional ownership of Irish CRE. Financial Stability Note 6 Central Bank of Ireland.
Cohen, Benjamin H. and Michela Scatigna. 2016. “Banks and capital requirements:
channels of adjustment.” Journal of Banking and Finance 69(1):56–69.
Conefrey, Thomas, Gerard O’Reilly and Graeme Walsh. 2018. “Modelling External
Shocks in a Small Open Economy: The Case of Ireland.” National Institute Economic
Review 244(1):56–63.
Davis, E. Philip and Haibin Zhu. 2011. “Bank lending and commercial property cycles:
Some cross-country evidence.” Journal of International Money and Finance 30(1):1–21.
Davis, E. Philip and Iana Liadze. 2012. Modelling and simulating the banking sectors
of the US, Germany and the UK. National Institute of Economic and Social Research
(NIESR) Discussion Papers 396 National Institute of Economic and Social Research.
Davis, E. Philip, Iana Liadze and Rebecca Piggott. 2018. “Assessing the macroeconomic
impact of alternative macroprudential policies.” Economic Modelling . forthcoming.
Davis, Morris A. and Jonathan Heathcote. 2005. “Housing And The Business Cycle.”
International Economic Review 46(3):751–784.
Desai, Mihir A., C. Fritz Foley and James R. Hines Jr. 2004. “A Multinational Perspective
on Capital Structure Choice and Internal Capital Markets.” The Journal of Finance
59(6):2451–2487.
Donnery, Sharon. 2019. “Risks and resilience in uncertain times.” speech at the Institute
of International and European Aﬀairs, Dublin, 8 March 2019.
Drumond, Ines. 2009. “Bank Capital Requirements, Business Cycle Fluctuations and The
Basel Accords: A Synthesis.” Journal of Economic Surveys 23(5):798–830.
Duca, John V., John Muellbauer and Anthony Murphy. 2011. “House Prices and Credit
Constraints: Making Sense of the US Experience.” Economic Journal 121(552):533–
551.
37

Duﬀy, David, Niall McInerney and Kieran McQuinn. 2016. “Macroprudential policy in
a recovering property market: too much too soon?” International Journal of Housing
Policy 16(4):491–523.
ESRB. 2015. Report on commercial real estate and ﬁnancial stability in the EU. Technical
report European Systemic Risk Board.
Fernandez-Corugedo, Emilio and John Muellbauer. 2006. Consumer credit conditions
in the United Kingdom. Bank of England working papers 314 Bank of England.
Figueira, Catarina, John Glen and Joseph Nellis. 2005. “A Dynamic Analysis of Mortgage
Arrears in the UK Housing Market.” Urban Studies 42(10):1755–1769.
Flannery, Mark J. and Kasturi P. Rangan. 2006. “Partial adjustment toward target capital
structures.” Journal of Financial Economics 79(3):469–506.
Francis, William B. and Matthew Osbourne. 2010. “On the Behavior and Determinants
of Risk-Based Capital Ratios: Revisiting the Evidence from UK Banking Institutions*.”
International Review of Finance 10(4):485–518.
Freixas, Xavier and Jean-Charles Rochet. 2008. Microeconomics of Banking, 2nd Edition.
Vol. 1 of MIT Press Books The MIT Press.
Galati, Gabriele and Richhild Moessner. 2018. “What Do We Know About the Eﬀects of
Macroprudential Policy?” Economica 85(340):735–770.
Gelain, Paolo, Kevin J. Lansing and Caterina Mendicino. 2013. “House Prices, Credit
Growth, and Excess Volatility: Implications for Monetary and Macroprudential Policy.”
International Journal of Central Banking 9(2):219–276.
Gerardi, Kristopher, Kyle F. Herkenhoﬀ, Lee E. Ohanian and Paul S. Willen. 2015. Can’t
Pay or Won’t Pay? Unemployment, Negative Equity, and Strategic Default. NBER
Working Papers 21630 National Bureau of Economic Research, Inc.
Gerardi, Kristopher S., Andreas Lehnert, Shane M. Sherlund, Paul Willen and Robert W.
Kolb. 2010. Making Sense of the Subprime Crisis. John Wiley & Sons, Inc. pp. 109–117.
Gerlach-Kristen, Petra and Niall McInerney. 2014. The Role of Credit in the Housing
Market. Working Paper 495 Economic and Social Research Insitute.
Glaeser, Edward L. and Charles G. Nathanson. 2015. Chapter 11 - Housing Bubbles. In
Handbook of Regional and Urban Economics. Vol. 5 Elsevier pp. 701 – 751.
Glaeser, Edward L. and Charles G. Nathanson. 2017. “An extrapolative model of house
price dynamics.” Journal of Financial Economics 126(1):147 – 170.
Gropp, Reint and Florian Heider. 2010. “The Determinants of Bank Capital Structure.”
Review of Finance 14(4):587–622.
Hallissey, Niamh, Robert Kelly and Terry O’Malley. 2014. Macro-prudential Tools and
Credit Risk of Property Lending at Irish banks. Economic Letters 10/EL/14 Central
Bank of Ireland.

38

Hazak, Aaro and Kadri Masoo. 2007. Indicators of corporate default : an EU based
empirical study. Bank of Estonia Working Papers 2007-10 Bank of Estonia.
Hedberg, William and John Krainer. 2012. Housing Supply and Foreclosures. Working
Paper 12-20 Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco.
Holton, Sarah and Fergal McCann. 2017. Sources of the small ﬁrm ﬁnancing premium:
evidence from euro area banks. Working Paper Series 2092 European Central Bank.
Honohan, Patrick. 2010. The Irish Banking Crisis: Regulatory and Financial Stability Policy
2003-2008. A Report to the Minister for Finance from the Governor of the Central Bank.
Dublin: Central Bank of Ireland.
IMF. 2011. Macroprudential Policy; What Instruments and How to Use them? Lessons
From Country Experiences. IMF Working Papers 11/238 International Monetary
Fund.
Jokipii, Terhi and Alistair Milne. 2008. “The cyclical behaviour of European bank capital
buﬀers.” Journal of Banking & Finance 32(8):1440–1451.
Kelly, Robert and Elena Mazza. 2019. A Measure of Bindingness in the Irish Mortgage
Market. Financial Stability Notes 12/FS/19 Central Bank of Ireland.
Kelly, Robert, Eoin Brien and Rebecca Stuart. 2015. “A long-run survival analysis of
corporate liquidations in Ireland.” Small Business Economics 44(3):671–683.
Kelly, Robert and Fergal McCann. 2016. “Some defaults are deeper than others:
Understanding long-term mortgage arrears.” Journal of Banking & Finance 72(C):15–
27.
Kelly, Robert, Fergal McCann and Conor OToole. 2018.
“Credit conditions,
macroprudential policy and house prices.” Journal of Housing Economics 41(C):153–
167.
Kelly, Robert and Kieran McQuinn. 2014. “On the Hook for Impaired Bank Lending: Do
Sovereign-Bank Interlinkages Aﬀect the Net Cost of a Fiscal Stimulus?” International
Journal of Central Banking 10(3):95–128.
Kelly, Robert and Terence OMalley. 2016. “The good, the bad and the impaired: A credit
risk model of the Irish mortgage market.” Journal of Financial Stability 22(C):1–9.
Kenny, Geoﬀ. 1999. “Modelling the demand and supply sides of the housing market:
evidence from Ireland.” Economic Modelling 16(3):389–409.
Kiyotaki, Nobuhiro and John Moore. 1997. “Credit Cycles.” Journal of Political Economy
105(2):211–48.
Klein, Michael A. 1971. “A Theory of the Banking Firm.” Journal of Money, Credit and
Banking 3(2):205–218.
Lane, Philip R. 2019. “Tail Risks and the Irish Economy.” speech at UCD School of
Economics, 16 April 2019.

39

Lawless, Martina, Brian OConnell and Conor OToole. 2015. “SME recovery following a
ﬁnancial crisis: Does debt overhang matter?” Journal of Financial Stability 19(C):45–59.
Lawless, Martina, Fergal McCann and Conor O’Toole. 2013. The importance of banks
in SME ﬁnancing: Ireland in a European context. Economic Letters 05/EL/13 Central
Bank of Ireland.
Leamer, Edward E. 2007. “Housing is the business cycle.” Economic Policy Symposium
Proceedings pp. 149–233.
Lieser, Karsten and Alexander Peter Groh. 2014. “The Determinants of International
Commercial Real Estate Investment.” The Journal of Real Estate Finance and Economics
48(4):611–659.
Liu, Jia. 2009. “Business Failures and Macroeconomic Factors in the UK.” Bulletin of
Economic Research 61(1):47–72.
Lozej, Matija and Ansgar Rannenberg. 2018. “The macroeconomic eﬀects of the LTV
and LTI ratios in Ireland.” Applied Economics Letters 25(21):1507–1511.
Lozej, Matija, Luca Onorante and Ansgar Rannenberg. 2018. Countercyclical capital
regulation in a small open economy DSGE model. Working Paper Series 2144
European Central Bank.
Lozej, Matija and Martin O’Brien. 2018. Using the Countercyclical Capital Buﬀer: Insights
from a structural model. Economic Letters 7/EL/18 Central Bank of Ireland.
Luzzetti, Matthew and Seth Neumuller. 2014. The Impact of Credit Scoring on Credit
Spreads and Consumption Over the Business Cycle. mimeo.
Lydon, Reamonn and Niall O’Hanlon. 2012. Housing Equity Withdrawal, Property
Bubbles and Consumption. Research Technical Papers 05/RT/12 Central Bank of
Ireland.
Lydon, Reamonn and Yvonne McCarthy. 2013. “What Lies Beneath? Understanding
Recent Trends in Irish Mortgage Arrears.” The Economic and Social Review 44(1):117–
150.
Malpezzi, Stephen and Susan Wachter. 2012. Housing Demand. In International
Encyclopedia of Housing and Home, ed. Susan Smith. Elsevier pp. 404–407.
Martin-Oliver, Alfredo, Sonia Ruano and Vicente Salas-Fumas. 2013. “Banks’ Equity
Capital Frictions, Capital Ratios, and Interest Rates: Evidence from Spanish Banks.”
International Journal of Central Banking 9(1):183–225.
Maurin, Laurent and Mervi Toivanen. 2012. Risk, capital buﬀer and bank lending: a
granular approach to the adjustment of euro area banks. Working Paper Series 1499
European Central Bank.
McCann, Fergal and Niall McGeever. 2018. Cures and Exits: the drivers of NPL resolution
in Ireland from 2012 to 2017. Financial Stability Notes 6 Central Bank of Ireland.

40

McCarthy, Yvonne and Kieran McQuinn. 2017. “Credit conditions in a boom and
bust property market: Insights for macro-prudential policy.” The Quarterly Review of
Economics and Finance 64:171 – 182.
McInerney, Niall. 2019. A Structural Model of Macroprudential Policy, Banking and
the Real Estate Sector. MPRA Working Paper 91777 University Library of Munich,
Germany.
McInerney, Niall, Martin O’Brien, Michael Wosser and Luca Zavalloni. 2020. Rightsizing
Bank Capital for a Small Open Economy. mimeo.
Mehran, Hamid and Anjan Thakor. 2011. “Bank Capital and Value in the Cross-Section.”
The Review of Financial Studies 24(4):1019–1067.
Mendicino, Caterina, Kalin Nikolov, Javier Suarez and Dominik Supera. 2019. Bank
capital in the short and in the long run. Working Paper Series 2286 European Central
Bank.
Miles, William. 2009. “Irreversibility, Uncertainty and Housing Investment.” The Journal
of Real Estate Finance and Economics 38(2):173–182.
Monti, Mario. 1972. Deposit, credit, and interest rate determination under alternative
bank objectives. In Mathematical Methods in Investment and Finance, ed. Karl Shell and
Giorgio Szego. Amsterdam: North-Holland pp. 431–454.
Muellbauer, John. 2007. “Housing, credit and consumer expenditure.” Proceedings Economic Policy Symposium - Jackson Hole pp. 267–334.
Muellbauer, John. 2012. When is a Housing Market Overheated Enough to Threaten
Stability? In Property Markets and Financial Stability, ed. Alexandra Heath, Frank Packer
and Callan Windsor. Reserve Bank of Australia.
Myers, Stewart C. and Nicholas S. Majluf. 1984. “Corporate ﬁnancing and investment
decisions when ﬁrms have information that investors do not have.” Journal of Financial
Economics 13(2):187 – 221.
Nakajima, Makoto and Jose-Victor Rios-Rull. 2019. Credit, Bankruptcy, and Aggregate
Fluctuations. Working Paper 19-48 FRB Philadelphia.
Nier, Erlend and Ursel Baumann. 2006. “Market discipline, disclosure and moral hazard
in banking.” Journal of Financial Intermediation 15(3):332 – 361. Basel II: Accounting,
Transparency and Bank Stability.
Nobili, Andrea and Francesco Zollino. 2017. “A structural model for the housing and
credit market in Italy.” Journal of Housing Economics 36(C):73–87.
O’Brien, Eoin and Ellen Ryan. 2017. Motivating the Use of Diﬀerent Macro-prudential
Instruments: the Countercyclical Capital Buﬀer vs. Borrower-Based Measures.
Economic Letters 15/EL/17 Central Bank of Ireland.
Poterba, James M. 1984. “Tax Subsidies to Owner-Occupied Housing: An Asset-Market
Approach*.” The Quarterly Journal of Economics 99(4):729–752.

41

Rubio, Margarita and Jos. Carrasco-Gallego. 2016. “Coordinating macroprudential
policies within the Euro area: The case of Spain.” Economic Modelling 59:570 – 582.
Topel, Robert and Sherwin Rosen. 1988. “Housing Investment in the United States.”
Journal of Political Economy 96(4):718–40.
Turdaliev, Nurlan and Yahong Zhang. 2019. “Household debt, macroprudential rules, and
monetary policy.” Economic Modelling 77:234 – 252.
Vlieghe, Gertjan W. 2001. Indicators of fragility in the UK corporate sector. Bank of
England working papers 146 Bank of England.
Whitley, John and Richard Windram. 2003. A quantitative framework for commerical
property and its relationship to the analysis of the ﬁnancial stability of the corporate
sector. Working Paper 207 Bank of England.
Whitley, John, Richard Windram and Prudence Cox. 2004. An Empirical Model of
Household Arrears. Working Paper 214 Bank of England.
Woodford, Michael. 2010. “Financial Intermediation and Macroeconomic Analysis.”
Journal of Economic Perspectives 24(4):21–44.

42
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Figure 2. Impact of a 5 percentage point fall in the LTV ratio
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Figure 3. Impact of a fall in the LTI ratio of 0.25
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Figure 4. Impact of releasing the Countercyclical Capital Buﬀer
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Figure 5. Impact of a 10 percent fall in CRE Prices
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Note: Figure 5 shows the percent (%d) or percentage point (ppd) deviation of each variable from
baseline scenario.
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Table 1. Mortgage Demand
Constant
NewMortgagest−1
RMorRatet
LTVt
LTIt
∆HPt−2
∆Incomet−1
HComplt−1
Adj. R2
Sample

NewMortgagest
-0.041
(4.2)
0.644
(7.4)
-0.025
(-2.0)
0.845
(2.2)
0.319
(2.1)
0.694
(3.3)
0.871
(2.3)
0.14
(1.8)
0.957
1997Q1-2018Q2

MorStockt−1
NewMortgagest

Adj R2
Sample

MorStockt
0.988
(5.9)
1.0
(n.a)

0.997
1997Q1-2018Q2

Notes: Table 1 shows the estimation results of the equations for new mortgage lending,
NewMortgages, and the (notional) mortgage stock, MorStock. RMorRate is the real mortgage
rate. LTV is the loan-to-value ratio and LTI is the loan-to-income ratio. HP, Income, HCompl are
real house prices, real personal disposable income, and housing completions, respectively. All
variables in the equation for new mortgages, except for interest rates, are in logs. Variables in
the mortgage stock equation are in levels. t-statistics are in parentheses.
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Table 2. Mortgage Supply
Constant
MMRatet
DepRatet
HHEquityt
URatet
LTDt
CAPt

ECTt−1
∆MMRatet
∆MMRatet
CAPTt−1 -CAPt−1
Adj R2
Sample

MorRatet
11.599
(1.4)
0.741
(17.3)
0.259
(n.a)
-0.792
(-1.9)
0.819
(4.4)
-1.723
(-3.3)
0.682
(2.2)
∆MorRatet
-0.217
(-2.2)
0.483
(8.4)
0.157
(3.3)
0.011
(1.9)
0.751
1997Q1-2018Q2

Notes: Table 2 shows the estimation results for the mortgage interest rate, MorRate. MMRate
is the representative money market rate. DepRate is the deposit interest rate. URate is the
unemployment rate. HHEquity is household equity. LTD is the loan-to-deposit ratio. CAP is the
ratio of bank capital to risk-weighted assets and CAPT is the target capital ratio. All variables,
except for interest rates, are in logs. t-statistics are in parentheses.
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Table 3. Supply and Demand for Consumer Credit
Demand for Consumer Credit
ConsCreditt
Constant
-7.663
(-8.1)
RConsRatet
-0.029
(-5.3)
Incomet
1.245
(13.5)
HHEquityt
0.255
(9.9)
NFWt
-0.408
(6.6)

ECTt−1
∆ConsCreditt−1
∆RConsRatet−1
∆Incomet−1
∆Incomet−2
Adj. R2
Sample

∆ConsCreditt
-0.106
(-2.3)
0.439
(3.4)
-0.007
(2.4)
0.328
(2.7)
0.276
(2.4)
0.512
1997Q1-2018Q2

Supply of Consumer Credit
ConsRatet
Constant
3.297
(7.2)
MMRatet
0.461
(7.1)
DepRatet
0.539
(n.a)
URatet
0.903
(2.1)
ConsCreditt /Incomet
2.334
(2.1)
CAPt
0.791
(2.5)
LTDt
-3.312
(-5.3)
∆ConsRatet
ECTt−1
-0.151
(-2.1)
∆DepRatet
0.273
(2.1)
∆MMRatet−1
0.377
(4.8)
CAPTt−2 -CAPt−2
0.016
(3.1)
∆(ConsCt−3 /Incomet−3 )
1.991
(3.0)
Adj. R2
0.647
Sample
1997Q1-2018Q2

Notes: Table 3 shows the estimation results for the consumer credit, ConsCredit, and consumer
lending rate, ConsRate, equations. RConsRate is the real consumer lending rate. NFW is net
ﬁnancial wealth. All variables, except for interest rates, are in logs. t-statistics are in parentheses.

50

Table 4. Demand for Non-Financial Corporate Credit
Constant
RCorpRatet
YNTt
CPt
HPt

ECTt−1
∆CPt−1
∆RCorpRatet−1
Adj. R2
Sample

CRELt
-0.161
(-0.6)
-0.034
(-1.9)
1.248
(6.3)
0.811
(2.0)
0.902
(2.1)
∆CRELt
-0.039
(-4.4)
0.272
(3.1)
-0.001
(-1.8)
0.645
1997Q1-2018Q2

Constant
RCorpRatet
YNTt
CPt
NTProﬁtst

ECTt−1
∆YNTt
∆RCorpRatet−1
Adj R2
Sample

OCorpLt
-0.294
(-1.2)
-0.052
(-2.0)
1.473
(2.8)
0.444
(1.9)
-1.045
(-2.1)
∆OCorpLt
-0.041
(-3.6)
0.046
(2.0)
-0.005
(3.3)
0.597
1997Q1-2018Q2

Notes: Table 4 shows the estimation results of the equations for for commercial real estate loans,
CREL, and for other non-CRE corporate loans, OCorpL. RCorpRate is the real interest rate on
lending to non-ﬁnancial corporations. YNT is the output of the non-traded sector in real terms.
CP are CRE prices and NTProﬁts are corporate proﬁts in the non-traded sector. All variables are
in logs except for interest rates. t-statistics are in parentheses.
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Table 5. Supply of Non-Financial Corporate Credit
Constant
MMRatet
DepRatet
Insolvt
CorpLt /GDPt
CAPt
LTDt

ECTt−1
∆URatet
∆MMatet
∆MMatet−1
CAPTt−2 -CAPt−2
Adj R2
Sample

CorpRatet
4.158
(3.3)
0.788
(10.9)
0.176
(2.0)
1.185
(4.5)
0.847
(3.0)
0.422
(1.9)
-2.105
(-4.4)
∆CorpRatet
-0.184
(-3.1)
0.817
(2.5)
0.602
(9.4)
0.141
(3.6)
0.007
(1.9)
0.787
1997Q1-2018Q2

Notes: Table 5 shows the estimation results of the equation for the nominal interest rate on
corporate lending, CorpRate. CorpL is total non-ﬁnancial corporate credit extended by Irish banks.
All variables, except for interest rates, are in logs. t-statistics are in parentheses.

52

Table 6. Demand for Housing and Commerical Property
Housing
Constant
Userht
Incomet
NewM.t /Incomet
HStockt /Pop2539t
URatet

ECTt−1
∆Incomet
∆URate
∆(NewM.t−1 /Incomet−1 )
∆HPt−1
Adj. R2
Sample

HPt
-5.498
(2.7)
-0.009
(-6.7)
1.219
(7.7)
0.271
(5.7)
-0.963
(-1.9)
-0.128
(-3.7)
∆HPt
-0.121
(-2.1)
0.276
(2.8)
-0.065
(-2.1)
0.073
(1.9)
0.625
(4.6)
0.721
1997Q1-2018Q2

Commercial Property
CPt
Constant
1.458
(2.0)
Userct
-0.006
(-2.1)
RGDPt
0.821
(3.4)
∆(CorpLt /GDPt )
0.771
(5.3)
CREStockt /Empt
-0.805
(-2.8)
Insolrt
-0.188
(-2.3)
∆CPPt
ECTt−1
-0.166
(-4.7)
∆RGDPt−3
0.286
(1.9)
∆Insolvt−2
-0.095
(-1.9)
∆CPt−3
-0.189
(2.0)
∆HPt−3
0.799
(2.5)
2
Adj. R
0.663
Sample
1997Q1-2018Q2

Notes: Table 6 shows the estimation results of the equations for real house prices, HP, and real
CRE prices, CP. Userh is the user cost of housing. HStock is the stock of housing. Pop2539 is the
number of 25 to 39 year olds in the population. Userc is the user cost of commercial property
investment. CREStock is the stock of commercial property. Emp is total employment. All variables,
except for the user cost, are in logs. t-statistics are in parentheses.
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Table 7. Supply of Residential and Commercial Real Estate
Residential Investment
ResInvt
Constant
8.961
(3.68)
HPt
0.816
(4.7)
BCostst
-0.673
(-1.9)
RCorpRatet
-0.032
(-2.0)
∆(CRELt /GDPt )
1.331
(5.2)
URatet
-0.574
(-16.9)
∆ResInv
ECTt
-0.118
(-2.8)
∆HPt−1
0.818
(2.8)
∆RCorpRatet−1
-0.014
(-3.6)
∆ResInvt−3
0.179
(2.3)
2
Adj. R
0.751
Sample
1997Q1-2018Q2

CRE Investment
CREInvt
Constant
0.509
(0.8)
CPt
0.491
(2.1)
BCostst
-0.513
(-1.8)
RCorpRatet
-0.044
(-1.9)
∆(CRELt /GDPt )
1.084
(2.4)
RGDPt /Empt
2.426
(7.1)
∆CREInv
ECTt
-0.156
(-2.4)
∆URatet−1
-0.299
(-2.2)
∆RCorpRatet−2
-0.012
(-2.0)
∆CREInvt−2
0.192
(1.8)
2
Adj. R
0.694
Sample
1997Q1-2018Q2

Notes: Table 7 shows the estimates of the residential investment, ResInv, and CRE investment,
CREInv, equations. All variables are in logs except for the corporate lending rate. t-statistics
are in parentheses.
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Table 8. Mortgage Arrears and Corporate Insolvencies
Constant
HHEquityt
RMorRatet
URatet
MorStockt /Incomet

ECTt−1
∆URatet−3
∆MorRatet−3
∆HHEquityt−3

Arrearst
2.547
(4.5)
-1.184
(-2.5)
0.054
(1.9)
0.815
(2.6)
0.638
(2.1)
∆Arrearst
-0.071
(-2.5)
0.467
(2.9)
0.047
(3.5)
-0.622
(-2.9)

Constant
CEquityt
RCorpRatet
URatet
CorpLt /GDPt

ECTt−1
∆URatet
∆RGDPt−1
∆RGDPt−3
∆Insolvt−4

Adj. R2
Sample

0.617
1997Q1-2018Q2

Adj. R2
Sample

Insolvt
-0.231
(-0.5)
-0.096
(-1.8)
0.029
(2.3)
0.379
(4.7)
0.401
(5.9)
∆Insolvt
-0.223
(-3.1)
0.605
(2.9)
-0.349
(-2.9)
-0.231
(-1.8)
0.152
(1.9)
0.427
1997Q1-2018Q2

Notes: Table 8 shows the estimation results for the households mortgage arrears, Arrears, and
corporate insolvency, Insolv, equations. All variables are in logs except for interest rates. CEquity
is corporate equity. All other variables are as previously deﬁned. t-statistics are in parentheses.
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Table 9. Determinants of Banks’ Capital Ratio
Constant
Assetst /GDPt
URatet
BProﬁtst
CRELt /Loanst
Depositst /Liabilitiest

ECTt−1
∆BProﬁtst−1
∆URatet−2
Adj. R2
Sample

CAPt
-1.187
(-3.5)
-2.084
(-8.3)
0.712
(10.6)
14.291
(2.8)
1.070
(11.2)
-0.615
(-2.0)
∆CAPt
-0.117
(-2.3)
18.593
(-3.7)
0.089
(1.8)
0.881
1997Q1-2018Q2

Notes: Table 9 shows the determinants of banks’ capital ratio, CAP. Assets and Liabilities are the
total assets and liabilities of the banking sector, respectively. BProﬁts are bank proﬁts. Loans is
total bank lending to the non-ﬁnancial private sector. All variables are in logs except for the proﬁt
variable.
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